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I? will be remembered that in a recent leading article we 

criticised somewhat adversely the actions of the War 
Damage Commission, more particularly with reference to 
the percentages which that body allowed on the prime 
cost, or rather on the theoretic prime cost, since, as we 
pointed out in a further leading article, the ‘‘ prime cost,” 
in the meaning which is attached to it by surveyors and 
public bodies, is not the actual prime cost to the builder. 
This article aroused considerable controversy, most of 
which endorsed our view, but the really remarkable thing 
is that there should be any controversy on the subject of 
what constitutes ‘‘on costs.” What profit is reason- 
able is obviously open to discussion and, therefore, liable 
to possible controversy, but there should be no room for 
controversy as to what constitutes ‘‘ on costs” in the sense 
of trade expenses, neither should there be any as to the 
percentage to be allowed having reference to the amount of 
turnover, since this can be acttarily calculated. 

The fact that such a controversy does exist, and has 
existed for some time, is but another proof of the state of 
confusion in the building trade to which attention has so 
often been drawn. This confusion of mind with regard to 
‘on costs’? exists, indeed, not only among architects, 
surveyors: and building owners but, we believe, among 
builders themselves. It is doubtful, indeed, whether many 
of these last understand what their-‘‘ on costs” are, or 
what percentage they should include for them in their 
tenders. Some of the tenders submitted both to-day and 
in recent years are only to be explained in this-way. 

To this confusion, we believé, is due the glaring inequality 
in treatment as between builders and various ancillary 
trades. ‘The Heating and Ventilating Engineering Em- 
ployers, for instance, have an agreement not only with the 
Chartered Surveyors’ Institution but with Government 
Departments which allows them to add 334 per cent. on 
labour and 12} per cent. on materials. The Association 
of Electrical Engineers has the same. But the same 
surveyor who will allow those percentages will think that 
he is being very generous if he adds to the builder’s day- 
work sheets 20 per cent: on labour and 10 per cent. on 
materials. Several public bodies, moreover, who have 
had inserted in their contracts since before, 1914 that the 
builder should have 15 per cent. added to his labour and 
10 per cent. to his materials, have never altered those 
percentages, although various compulsory insurances have 
been added to the cost of labour which have to be included 
in the 15 per cent., and rents, rates, taxation on property, 
salaries of foremen, supervising and office staff have 
increased enormously. 

This disparity in treatment, this ignoring of known and 
admitted facts, cannot be justified either in equity or 
common sense. It may be possibly unprofitable to inquire 
at length how a state of affairs so Gilbertian and idiotic 
has arisen, but it may be useful to suggest a few causes. 
A partial explanation is that for a long period building was 
a traditional craft rather than a business in the strict sense 
of the word, and its ‘‘ on costs” in early days were small. 
The original founders of many building firms were workmen 
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“ON COSTS” 


‘ who, though they understood their craft, were not good at 


accountancy, and who, since competition was slight, made 
such profits that “‘ on costs” did not seem to matter. Too 
many of their sons, stepping into what appeared then a 
secure and profitable way of life, never troubled to learn 
their business. No other trade, not even coal-mining, 
has been cursed with so much ignorance in high places. 
Of* late years we have had the simple gambler—very 
simple in many cases—who, having obtained a self-styled 
estimator and a contract, blissfully thought that profit 
must follow as a matter of course. 


We cannot but feel, too, that there has been some re- 
missness in the councils of the Federation. How is it, 
otherwise, that at one and the same time as the master 
builders agreed on the schedule of percentages contained 
in the Ministry of Home Security’s contract—percentages 
which, possible for the large contractor and perhaps also 
for the bigger of the medium builders, are impossible for 
the small man—the Heating and the Electrical Engineers 
obtained the percentages mentioned above ? 


We have suffered from delusions too long both as a 
nation' and as individuals. This is a time of crisis for the 
building trade. From figures which we have seen and 
facts which are obvious, if the war lasts another two years, 
which it easily may, 50 per cent. of the builders under 
present conditions will have gone out of business and the 
majority of the remainder will be in a very poor way. It 
is useless to repine over the past, but can nothing be done 
for the future ? 


Thig question of ‘‘.on costs” is of obvious and primary 
importance. The prime cost contract of the Ministry of 
Home Security is, admittedly, largely a matter of the 
past, but the question of percentages on war damage 
repairs is not, nor is the schedule of prices of the Ministry 
of Works and Planning, a schedule which almost certainly 
in the future:must be extended in scope. How can agree- 
ment be arrived at on schedule prices if there is no agree- 
ment on what constitutes overheads and on what per- 
centage can be allowed? How, finally, can a profit 
figure be agreed if this knowledge is a matter of doubt 
and controversy ? Why should not the matter be cleared 
up? 

We will make a practical suggestion. Let the National 
Federation ask a selected number of firms of varying size 
to submit, of course in confidence, their accounts, ranging 
over three or four years, to a firm of chartered accountants, 
who should be asked to draw up from these a schedule of 
overhead charges in accordance with varying turnovers. 
Let the result be published, and armed with this informa- 
tion, certified and indisputable, let the Federation approach 
both the Government Departments and the various pro- 
fessional bodies. If agreement can be reached—and it 
should be possible—a foundation would have been laid 
both for fair treatment at the moment and prosperity in 
the future. Governments help those who help themselves. 
Let the building trade set its house in order, which should 
have been done long ago. 


” 





NOTES anp NEWS 


**The Hub of the House.” 

Unner this title the Association for 
Planning and Regional Reconstruction 
has produced an extremely valuable 
. report—brought as evidence before the 
Ministry of Health Central Housing 
Committee’s Sub-Committee on the 
Design of Dwellings—dealing with the 
kitchen. The object of this present 
report* has been to show alternative 
arrangements of standard size fittings 
and equipment in floor areas of dif- 
ferent size and shape, planned exclu- 
sively for the provision of meals. The 
functions of a kitchen are defined as 
connoting all services concerned with 
foodstuffs: storage of raw materials 
and tools; preparation and manipula- 
tion of food; service to the dining- 
room table; washing-up; and disposal 
of waste. Consideration to all these 
requisites is given in the report, and 
crystallised out in the shape of typical 
standard plans of a nature suitable to 
the working-class flat or small house. 
The Association wisely does not decide 
that it is good for families necessarily 
to have the kitchen separate from the 
dining-living room. Even a cursory 
investigation of living conditions and 
preferences shows a marked choice on 
the part of many working-class 
families to have what the report terms 
a “living-in kitchen,” and there are 
practical reasons of warmth, company 
and cheerfulness to support what to 
some modern planners may seem 
retrograde design. Plans both of 
“living-in” and  “* independent ”’ 
kitchens appear in the report, as well 
as details of standard  kitchen- 
cupboard units, in the design of which 
the English Joinery Manufacturers’ 
Association is co-operating. 

If this report be taken as an 
example of the work done by the 
Association for Planning and Regional 
Reconstruction, it is clear that it is 
serving a most useful purpose. Parallel 
work has already begun on the water 
system of the house, location and 
design of sanitary fittings and house- 
hold laundry equipment, and will be 
followed by‘similar work as to clean- 
ing and heating of the house. 


Apprentices for Building Industry. 

Tue National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has adopted an 
apprenticeship scheme under which, 
after the war, every recognised builder 
will be required to engage a number 
of apprentices each year proportionate 
to the number of craftsmen he em- 
ploys. Discussions are now to be held 
with the National Federation of Build- 


ing Trades Operatives on the details of ; 


the scheme with a view to securing 
their endorsement of it. The scheme 
is intended to apply to the whole 
country. ° 


Sheffield Cathedral Enlargement. 

Tur Provost of Sheffield (Dr. A. C. E. 
Jarvis) has announced that the part of 
the enlargement scheme for which a 
-war-time licence was secured is now 
nearing completion; and that the re- 
sponse to the public appeal issued four 

*“The Hub of the House.” Part I—Kitchen. 
$2, Gordon Square, W.C.1. 
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years ago has been £87,888. He 
writes :— 

““ We are nearing the completion of 
another little bit of the Cathedral. The 
arcading of the Quire on the east 
(liturgical south) consists of four 
bays; two and a half of these are now 
built and the interstices filled tem- 
porarily with brick. The north and 
east walls are completed, and the mul- 
Kions and traceries of the three win- 


dows within them fixed; the turret has. 


been carried to the roof, and this is in 
process of being built of concrete. All 


of this is only shell really. Some day 


a carved and highly decorated ceiling 
will be suspended from this roof. It 
is all finished and hidden away in a 
remote place until hostilities cease, as 
is also the 15th-century window which 
will be the glory of this aisle some 
day. We are using concrete slabs tem- 
porarily for the paving, because the 
stone from the Malton quarries can- 
not be obtained. Along the ambula- 
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Saturday, July 25. 
INSTITUTION OF MUNICIPAL AND 
County ENGINEERS. Meeting at 
Cheshunt. 11.45 a.m. 
InsTITUTION oF MunIcrpaAL AND 
County ENGINEERS. Meeting at 
Sessions Court, Cambridge. Guildhall. 


2.20 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 28. 

ASSOCIATION FOR PLANNING AND 
RecionaL RECONSTRUCTION. Discussion 
on Programme of Work. 32, Gordon- 
square, W.C.1. 5.30 p.m. 

Hovsine Centre Lunow. Housing 
“Brains Trust.” 13, Suffolk-street, 
S.W. 1 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF GREATER LONDON 
Master Bumpers. 6th Quarterly 
Meeting. 2.30 p.m. Preceded by 
informal Lunch to Lord Portal. 1 p.m. 
The Connaught Rooms, W.C. 

Thursday, August 6. 

Town and CounTRY PLANNING 
ASSOCIATION. Mr. W. H. . Ansell, 
P.R.I.B.A. 224,  Regent-street, W. 
12.45 p.m. 

Friday, August 14, 

ARCHITECTURAL ASsocrATION SCHOOLS. 
Annual Prize-giving. 
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tory at the north an improvised 
covered way will give access to the 
crypt, which I hope to make our tryst- 
ing-place for daily services next win- 
ter. Then, when all the scaffolding is 
down, a processional way will have to 
be provided from the present building. 
The principal object of this note is to 
make it known that this work will ex- 
haust our licence and necessitate ces- 
sation of work until after the war.” 
Planning and the Mayor’s Parlour. 

Srzakine to the Hertfordshire 
Chapter of the Essex, Cambridge and 
Hertfordshire Society of Architects, 
Dr. Charles Holden stressed the impor- 
tance of providing adequate open 
spates in and around all kinds of 
buildings so that all classes of the com- 
munity would be enabled to enjoy the 
maximum amount of fresh air both at 
their work and in their homes, and he 
suggested that a large-scale map of the 
region should be .fixed to the wall of 
every Mayor’s Parlour throughout the 
country in order to encourage the de- 
velopment of the long-term policy, and 
constantly to keep before his mind the 
necessity of so doing. — 


A.A.S.T.A. News. 

Art a conference of A.A.S.T.A. branch 
secretaries held on July 12, it was an- 
nounced that Mr. Birkin ‘Haward, 
A.R.I.B.A., had been appointed full- 
time organiser in order to assist 


‘branches in the problems arising from 


the present urgent building pro- 
gramme. It was agreed that the build- 
ing industry now had a vital part in 
the country’s war effort and that the 
whole power of the Association should 
be used to help it forward. 

The A.A.S.T.A. exhibition of modern 
art in aid of the National Council of 
Labour “ Aid to Russia ”’ Fund, -at 2, 
Willow-road, N.W.3, closed on June 21. 
The exhibition was visited by 1,776 
people, 18 pictures were sold; expenses 
were £23, and the net profit, paid to 
the Fund, amounted to £248. 
Architects’ Benevolent Society. 

Tue Architects’ Benevolent Society 
now issue from 66, Portland-place, 
W.1, their 92nd annual report and 
list of donors. Extracts from the 
report have already been given in 
these pages, but it is worth emphasis- 
ing that the work of relief to those in 
need increased during the year, £3,622 
being distributed to a total of 118 
persons, of whom 85 were widows or 
orphans. May we ask on the Society’s 
behalf that those who read these 
words should consider what the help 
given by the Society may mean to 
those in real want and give as gener- 
ously as their means allow? 

Utility Furniture Committee. 

Mr. CwHartes TENNYSON,’ Vice- 
Chairman of the Council for Art and 
Industry, has been appointed Chair- 
man of the Advisory Committee set 
up by the President of the Board of 
Trade to produce specifications for 
utility furniture. Other members are: 
Miss Elizabeth Denby, Mrs. _ E. 
Winborn, Rev. Charles Jenkinson, 
Mr: John Gloag, Mr. W. Johnstone, 
Mr: Herman Lebus, Mr. Gordon 
Russell, and Mr. Welsford. 
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THE OXFORD PRESERVATION TRUST REPORT 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT. 


On June 23, 1941, the Town Planning 
Committee of the Oxford City Council 
submitted their report, the salient fea- 
tures of which may be summarised as 
follows: A redevelopment ‘plan should 
be prepared, having no statutory 
force but as a guide to be followed 
whenever occasion may arise. It 
would be an ideal plan, not closely 
confined by questions of compensa- 
tion, vested interests, engineering 
difficulties, or other problems; it might 
even include suggestions not practic- 
able under existing legislation, as it 
seems certain that fresh legislation 
may be expected to remove some of 
ihe obstacles to effective planning. 

It is suggested that in any re- 
development the 
should receive consideration :— 

(a) The University is the predomi- 


nant interest in the area extending 


from the railway station to Magdalen 
Bridge, and from Folly Bridge to the 
University Park, and the scheme 


following points © 


should treat this area as a place of 
particular national, historical and 
architectural interest, not increasing 
the present proportion of commercial 
buildings. ; 

(b) To put an end to the congestion 
of traffic in this area it should be en- 
circled by a wide tree-planted ring 
tread to divert this traffic to a new 
civic and business centre: on the east 
side of Magdalen Bridge, now the 
geographical centre of the city. 

(c) A more suitable site should be 
found for the Central Market. 

(d) The redevelopment of St. Ebbes 
(the south-west quarter) should in- 
clude a tree-planted boulevard along 
the river front, continued eastward 
to the line of the Broad Walk. The 
part of the gasworks here should he 
moved across the river and joined to 
its major group on the south side. 

(e) It is understood that the railway 
companies propose to reconstruct the 
stations after the war, and steps 
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should be taken to ensure that this 
will conduce to improved road traffic 
facilities. 

(f) Mesopotamia Walk should’ be 
continued along the Cherwell and 
southward as far as Iffley. . 

(g) The rehousing of those removed ~ 
from their homes: should be con- 
veniently placed and provide all the 
amenities requisité for a full com- 
munity life. 

The Committee appointed by the 
Oxford Preservation Trust in Novem- 
ber, 1940, to inquire into 

(1) The future of the old University 
City, 

(2) The planning for the Oxford 
region, 

(3) How far the measures thai are 
necessary locally depend on 
national action, 

has prepared its report in two sections, 
I and II. 

Part I of the report, dealing with 
(1) and (3) was presented in April, 
1941, and we have now hefore us 
part II, dealing with the planning 
proposals. These naturally have to 
be considered in relation to what has 
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been submitted on more general lines 
by the Town Planning Committee of 
the City Council, which is taken note 
of, as is also the Thames Conservancy 
Memorandum on the improvement of 
the waterways to the west of the city. 

Starting from these general sugges- 
tions, the further contributions to the 
reorganisation of Oxford are, to say 
the least, disappointing. As more 
than half the population of Oxford 
now lives east of the Cherwell, the 
proposed civic centre is accepted; also 
the possibility of altering the water- 
ways and improving the amenities 
around the Castle, but the hint for a 
comprehensive plan is ignored, while 
a neutral and detached attitude is 
adopted towards the main point in 
the whole problem—namely, the im- 
possibility of substituting a good 
route between industrial Oxford and 
the railway station for that now pass- 
ing right through the heart of the 
University City. Mr. T. L: Dale’s 
plan for a southern link came nearest 
to a solution of this difficulty, and if 
skilfully designed need not be too 
damaging to the amenities, but the 
obvious-and almost perfect remedy is 
the shifting of the proposed new joint 
railway staticn three-quarters of a 
mile farther’ south, and the Com- 
mittee had no justification for dis- 
missing this as impracticable. 
clearly not impracticable, as there 1s 
ample room for station and goods 
yard, while the Thames Conservancy 
propositions would “fit in with the 
reclamation of the low-lying part of 
this site. Naturally such a change 
would be expensive, but the cost 
would be well worth while in giving 
greater efficiency and a better align- 
ment (farther south) for Mr. Dale’s 
route, and also in freeing a large area 
in the most suitable position for Uni- 
versity extension. The map accom- 
panying this article shows the 
possibilities of such a. scheme; the 
station would be only a quarter of a 
mile farther from Carfax, and actually 
a shade nearer than at present to the 
civic centre—the entrance to the 
whole of “‘ East Oxford.”” Incidentally, 
the goods yard would adjoin the gas- 
works, giving an economy in working 
costs. Supplementary stations would 
be useful at Summertown and Little- 
more. 

The Thames Conservancy Improve- 
ment Scheme comprises the lowering 
of the weirs at Sandford and enlarg- 
ing the channels of the Thamts and 
the Hinksey stream from above Port 
Meadow down to Kennington, also 
the formation of flood banks and 
counter draining for enclosed areas. 
+ is held that these measures would 
be rather outside the conservators’ 
province, as they do not own the land. 
The railway authorities would  like- 
wise claim that the moving of the 
station would not greatly enhance 
their own returns, however advan- 
tageous this might be for the city. 

We must emphasise that the time 
has now gone by when development 
and improvement schemes can be shut 
into watertight compartments, with 
railway, road and water transport all 
working independently of each other. 
It must be realised that to get the 
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best results these activities must be 
pooled, both technically and finan- 
cially, as without this real town- 
planning is ‘impossible. 

The report contains numerous sug- 
gestions in regard to the surroundings 
and suburbs of Oxford, and gives use- 
ful guidance on-the preservation of 


‘the amenities, the architectural treat- 


ment, and other matters making for 
an ordered harmony. Oxford is 
financially in the fortunate position of 
having a high value per head of the 
population, so that a penny rate pro- 
duces from 55 per cent. to 100 per 
cent. more than in other towns com- 
parable in size. 


OUR WAR-SCARRED 
HERITAGE — 


2.—WHAT WE CAN DO NOW 
By JOHN E. M. MACGREGOR, F.R.I.B.A. 


In the preceding article emphasis 
was laid on the great responsibilities 
that the war damage to our historic 
buildings has placed upon the shoul- 
ders of the craftsmen, builders and 
architects of Great Britain. 


As custodians of Britain’s treasury 
of historic building we are faced with 
four distinct duties: First, to examine 
this treasury and note: its contents; 
second, to record as many as possible 
of the more valuable items; third, to 
care for: them through this period of 
international turmoil and temporary 
wastage of effort; and fourth, to pre- 
pare ourselves for the post-war repair 
and permanent conservation of these 
treasures. 


The first of these duties is being 
shouldered manfully by the Ministry 
of Works and Planning by the setting 
up of panels of local 
throughout the country to examine 
and record all buildings of historic 
interest in their neighbourhood. The 
second is: being faced, although badly 
hampered by want of funds and 
national support, by the National 
Buildings Record. With regard to the 
third, we are apt by lack of experience 
and division of control to fall far short 
of our responsibilities. 


Facts that are too little appreciated 
are: (1) that any portion of a build- 
ing whieh survives and remains in its 
position after a bombardment can be 
maintained in position in perpetuity— 
or until bombed again; and (2) that 
every stone removed, whether subse- 
quently reset or not, loses’ something 
of . that fourth-dimensional historic 
quality to which reference has already 
been made. 

The fourth duty, that of retention, 
repair and partial rebuilding subse- 
quent to the war, is a wide, contro- 
versial and complex subject which will 
be dealt with separately in the third 
of these articles. 

Reverting to the subject of imme- 
diate treatment for the duration of 
the war, can we look conscience-clear 
at our tidied-up war-devastated areas? 
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Where the alternatives of demolition 
or shoring have presented themselves, 
has the latter always received the con- 
sideration which was its due? Was it 
really necessary to pull down quite so 
much of London’s professional areas, 
whose well-proportioned Georgian 
fronts and fenestration are as suitable | 
to office and chamber use to-day as | 
when they were built, their very time- | 
stamped atmosphere giving a sense of 
stability and confidence to visiting 
clients ? 

Was it really unavoidable that, the | 
few mediszeval arches which survived | 
bombardment of one of London’s most | 
historic churches should disappear? © 
Is it not ironical that American | 
finance should now be promised to 
rebuild this church? Can all. the 
millions of the United States bring” 
back those arches with all the history } 
with which they were imbued? 

How simple and timely were the 
steel cords which encircle the tower of 
a world-famous belfry, giving time for © 
the proper consideration and execu-— 
tion of permanent repairs. : 

Was it not fortunate that the Wren ~ 
clerestories of another church were 
neither. hastily demolished on their | 
first condemnation nor taken down 
stone by stone for re-erection? How 
many of those surface-calcined vous- 
soirs and weather-beaten window 
dressings would have returned? How 
simply has the encasing of the support- | 
ing piers in concrete given stability to 
the structure. ; 

These are buildings of outstanding © 
note, but the same questions should 


. be asked with regard to any building © 


possessing the  fourth-dimensional | 
qualities of Time’s passage. There is | 
the example of the medieval parish 
church whose tower alone survived | 
the raids, but which was cracked 
vertically for nearly its whole height 
on two sides, and the thin walls of the 
stair turret crumbled to the ground. 
The east wall came outward on one | 
side of the crack, which emphasised 
the movement, so that the tower was | 
condemned by the surveyor and prac- 
tically despaired of by the architect. 
However, the actual outward lean of” 
the wall was found to be only 44 inches 
in a height of about 70 ft., and as the 
wall is 4 ft. thick, it, could have leaned = 
out twice as much before the centre of 7 
gravity at the top fell outside the | 
middle third at the base. We are so ~ 
accustomed to the vertical that we are | 
unduly alarmed, when it is departed 
from. Few to-day would have the | 
audacity of the medieval builders to | 
build the upper storeys of the leaning ~ 
tower of Pisa. 

Tie rods were inserted through the | 
belfry windows and the loosened } 
stones of the remaining portions of the 
stair turret stabilised by brick and 
wood strutting and lashing of steel 
scaffold ropes. The work was carried 7 
out from a light scaffold in the inside — 
of the tower at relatively little cost © 
and entailed the use of the minimum ~ 
material. 

(Continued on “page 76.) 
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SOME RECENT WORK OF THE ARCHITECTS’ DEPART- 
MENT OF THE MINERS’ WELFARE’ COMMISSION 


MR. C. G. KEMP, A.R.I.B.A., CHIEF ARCHITECT 


PITHEAD BATHS, SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
MR. W. A. WOODLAND, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


THIS BATH WAS OPENED IN DECEMBER, 1938, AND planning and- construction of a number of asso- 


provides locker accommodation for 2,496 men with 
showers. There is a buffet canteen, and the 
usual facilities for boot greasing and brushing, 
water-bottle filling, first-aid, etc. A lamp-room and 
timekeeper’s office, officials’ baths, and a‘ covered 
way connecting the baths with the shafts, were 
included in the scheme. The cost of these extra 
items was borne by the colliery company, who 
considered the installation of baths provided an 
appropriate opportunity to carry out improvements 
at the pithead.. These developments were -an 
integral part of the architectural problem, and 
their inclusion has resulted in the harmonious 
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GROUND AND FIRST-FLOOR PLANS. 


ciated buildings. 

The general contractors were Messrs. P. P. Taylor 
(Doncaster), Ltd., and sub-contractors were: Steel 
reinforcement, Matthews & Mumby, Ltd.; patent 
glazing, the Puttyless Glazing Co.; windows, Hoskins 
& Sewell; sanitary fittings, Pearce & Cutler, Ltd.; 
concrete roof lights, Girlings Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd. ; 
heating installation, Brightside Foundry and Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd.; electrical installation, McLennan & Co. 
(Mansfield), Ltd.; tiling, Leeds Fireclay Co., Ltd.; 
ironmongery, Walker & Wood, Ltd.; iron stairs, Lion 
Foundry Co., Ltd.; clothes lockers, Constructors, Ltd. ; 
sewage treatment plant, the Septic Tank Co., Ltd.; 
canteen equipment, James Farquharson & Sons, Ltd. ; 
and canteen furniture, Cox & Co., Bushey. 
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THE ASSEMBLY HALL. 


KELLS AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY AND 
MINERS’ WELFARE CENTRE, CUMBERLAND 


THIS BUILDING AND ITS RECREATION GROUNDS ARE VESTED IN TRUSTEES, 
and there is a management committee, representing the mining com- 
munity, the voluntary organisations in the neighbourhood, and the 
general public. The cost has been about £30,000. 


AccommopaTion.—The hall is available either as theatre, cinema, or 
for dancing. There are ample dressing-rooms and foot and top lights, 
and a-projector room. Including the gallery, there is seating for 
659: persons. The gymnasium is fully equipped and may be used for 
badminton. There are separate changing rooms, etc., for each sex. 
The billiards room has four full-sized tables; there is a well-furnished 
library; and two games rooms en suite. A special room has been set 
aside for girls and another for boys. The boys have the use of 
gymnasium and library at certain times; there is also a craft room 
and a billiards room for boys in the basement. The refreshment room 
is a bright, airy place with cheerful furniture and good equipment. It 
overlooks the gymnasium on one side and the surrounding country on 
the other. There is a well-equipped kitchen and service counter. A 
special feature is the nursery and mothers’ room, where children may 
be placed under the charge of a qualified nurse. 

The general contractors were Messrs. J. Cryer & Sons, Fleetwood; and 
sub-contractors were: Bricks, Brick Dept., the United Steel Companies, 
Ltd.; steel reinforcement, F. A. MacDonald & Partners, Ltd.; patent 
glazing, the Puttyless Glazing Co.; cinema equipment, Kalee, Ltd.; steel- 
work, Lambhill Ironworks, Ltd.; roofing, Turner’s Asbestos Cement Co., 
Ltd. ; windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; terrazzo, Toffolo Jackson 
& Co.; heating installation, the Brightside Foundry and Engineering Co., 


(Continued at foot of next column.) 





THE BILLIARDS ROOM. 


July. 24.1942 


MINERS’ WELFARE 


THE COMMISSION’S WORK IN 
WAR TIME 


In connection with work designed by 
the Architectural Department of the 
Miners’ Welfare Commission, illus- 
trated in this issue, it may be of 
interest to know that though the Com- 
mission did not suspend its building 
programme when war broke out, it was 
necessary, due to further Government 
restrictions, for it to do so in June, 
1940. This led to a reduction of the 
staff of the Architects’ Department, 
and the remaining nucleus was en- 
gaged upon 

(a) the completion or closing down 
short of completion of the buildings 
under construction; 

(b) the maintenance of existing 
facilities; 

(c) repair of war damage; 

(d) preparation for the post-war 
building programme. 

Last autumn, after the Commission 
had decided to make grants towards 
the cost of colliery canteens, the 
Architects’ Department took over the 
direction of this work (a) by advising 
and assisting colliery companies in 
formulating their proposals, (b) by 
examining and approving applications 
for grant and payments, and (c) by 
operating the Government controls of 
building labour and materials. 

The Architects’ Department was 
established under Mr. J. H. Forshaw, 
who resigned in July, 1939, and is now 
Chief Architect to the L.C.C. Shortly 
after Mr. Forshaw left the Commis- 
sion the Deputy Chief Architect was 
appointed in his place. Mr. Kemp, 
who joined the staff of the Miners’ 
Welfare Commission shortly after Mr. 
Forshaw, and was therefore a member 
of his original “‘ team,” will undoubt- 
edly maintain the reputation for 
enlightened administration and a high 
standard of architectural achievement 
which this Department has justifiably 
earned. The recent White Paper deal- 
ing with the reorganisation of the 
coal industry gives promise of ample 
scope for an even fuller use of the 
services of this highly successful 
organisation in the post-war period of 
reconstruction. 








Ltd.; electric installation, T. S. Bell & 


Co.; gymnasium equipment, Spencer, 
Heath & George, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, 
Shanks & Co.,’ Ltd.; _ billiar tables, 


Burroughs & Watts, Ltd. ; fire equipment, 
Pyrene Co., Ltd.; hall seating, Tubular 
Furniture, Ltd.; nursery equipment, 
Dryad Handicrafts; games equipment, 
A. G. Spalding & Bros., Ltd. ; doors and 
panelling, Venesta, Ltd.; black-out fur- 
nishings, Hall & Dixon, Ltd.; general 
furnishings, J. Dixon & Son, and Finmar, 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, James Gibbons, Ltd., 
and Designed Productions, Ltd.; _letter- 
ing, Eric Munday; restaurant equipment, 
James Farquharson & Son, C.W.S., New- 
castle, Gladwin, Ltd., and Grindley Hotel 
Ware Co., Ltd.; kitchen equipment, 
Whitehaven Corporation Electric Supply 
Dept. ; games lockers, Brierly & Kershaw, 
Ltd. ; paint, Mander’s. d 
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THE BUILDER 


THE WEST FRONT, SHOWING MAIN ENTRANCE. 


KELLS AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY AND MINERS’ WELFARE 
CENTRE, CUMBERLAND 
MR. J. A. DEMPSTER, F.R.I.B.A.. AND MR. H. SMITH, L.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS. 
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THE REFRESHMENT ROOM. 


THE NURSER 


KELLS COMMUNITY CENTRE, CUMBERLAND. 
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THE FOYER. 


THE GAMES ROOMS, 


KELLS COMMUNITY CENTRE, CUMBERLAND. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Town Planning and Local Authorities. 
To THE Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—It may have been noted that 
an extract from the 69th annual report 
of the Council of the, Institution of 
Municipal and County Engineers has 
been circulated to the Ministry of 
Works and Planning and associations 
of local authorities without prior 
request, from those bodies. 


The extract sets out reasons why in the 
opinion of the Council separate planning 
departments should not be set up by local 
authorities to deal with post-war planning 
and advocates that the engineer and sur- 
veyor should be in control of this im- 
portant task. 

Whilst undoubtedly it is beneficial to 
the status of an ‘‘ Engineer and Sur- 
veyor”’ to include amongst his titles that 
of planning officer, it does not follow that 
this constitutes the most efficient organisa- 
tion for effective planning, and no doubt 
the Ministry of Works and Planning and 
the associations of local authorities will 
bear this in mind when considering the 
Council’s views. 

As a town planner who has had some 
considerable experience in the preparation 
and administration of statutory planning 
schemes, I personally feel that the 
opinions advanced by the Council are 
somewhat vague and certainly open to 
serious question. They are very similar 
to those I have on occasion heard ad- 
vanced as to why the engineer and sur- 
veyor should act as architect to the local 
council, whether he possesses architectural 
qualifications or not, a subject which for 
many years has been a source of dissatis- 
faction amongst the official architectural 
profession. 

The functions of an average engineer 
and surveyor are varied; they comprise 
very often the maintenance of bowling 
greens and tennis courts, the collection of 
retuse, the disposal of sewage, mainten- 
ance and construction of roads; maybe he 
-will be presented with the problem of 
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designing and constructing a reinforced 
concrete bridge, the task of designing and 
erecting a public clinic or a council 
school; so varied are his activities that 
he must, in fact, especially in a large 
authority, become the administrative head 
of a team of specialists co-ordinating their 
activities. The Council of the Institution 
of Municipal and County Engineers pro- 
pose to add the town planner as a member 
of this team. 

Such a proposal is not, of course, 
logical ; the position of co-ordinator should 
not be filled by the engineeer and surveyor 
but by the town planner, who has the 
broad outline of development in view and 
not just the engineering aspect of it. In 
a correct system the town plahner would 
be advised and assisted by the engineer on 
engineering matters, by the architect on 
the architectural matters, and the surveyor 
on surveying matters. 

There is, of course, no reason why the 
‘‘ Engineer and Surveyor” should not be 
appointed to the office of town planner, 
provided he has the necessary training, 
outlook, qualifications and experience. 
Many engineers and surveyors have such 
qualifications, and have been, in fact, 
pioneers of the planning movement, but 
it does not follow automatically that be- 
cause a man holds such an office to a 
local authority he is a town planner. 
Surely, therefore, the important point is 
to ensure that a qualified planner is head 
of the planning department, not subject 
to the control of an engineer who may not 
have had any worth-while experience on 
planning matters. 


It may be that central and regional 
offices on a national basis will be estab- 
lished to deal with post-war planning. 
Whether such a system is adopted or the 
existing one retained, it is imperative that 
a logical sequence of function is estab- 
lished between the various professions con- 
cerned, and it must be appreciated that 
town planning is a distinct profession, if 
allied to civil engineering, architecture and 
a Epwarp Srerng, 


B.Sc.(Eng.), A.M.Inst.C.E. 
Grantham. 
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Planning Housing Layouts. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr,—The housing designs of the 
Coventry City Architect (in your 
January 2 issue) impressed me greatly 
by their soundness and ingenuity, but 
I was equally grieved to note that the 
same amount of thought had not 
apparently been given to their site 
disposition, which followed the usual 
street layout, although this may have 
been dictated by other circumstances. 


I feel that from now onwards every 
dwelling-house built in an urban area, 
whether by public or private enter- 
prise, should be sited so as to form 
an integral part of a future complete 
scheme in which provision for the now 
recognised educational, health and 
recreational amenities shall have been 
made. ‘ 

Most of us have, no doubt, given not 
a little thought to this particular part of 
physical planning, i.e., housing layouts 
and the planning of residential areas. 
For my own part I have come to the 
conclusion that a layout combining streets 
with squares, all converging upon a 
central park area containing the ameni- 
ties mentioned above, has many advan- 
tages over the usual layout. 

I have therefore prepared two pre- 
liminary layouts to illustrate these advan- 
tages. I venture to hope they may be of 
interest to your readers and perhaps 
stimulate present and future development 
upon these or better lines. 

Layout A shows a typical ‘‘ square- 
cum-street’’ layout, whilst layout PB 
shows it incorporated in a ‘‘ town unit.” 

What I consider the chief advantages 
of this type of scheme are :— 

(1) The potential reduction in the inci- 
dence of road accidents and casual- 
ties (particularly to children). It 
will be noted the layout automati- 
cally eliminates through _ traffic 
from purely residential roads. 
Thus, children may attend school 
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without encountering any vehicles 
other than those of local trades-. 
men, 


The additional interests and social 
life that are promoted by the group- 
ing of houses around squares and 
the provision of amenities where 
people may meet each other in 
their leisure hours. (Open-air café, 
swimming-bath, sports facilities, 
etc., are sited in the central park 
area.) 

(3) The provision of green open 
squares, tree-planted, where young 
children can play within sight of 
their parents. 

(4). The pleasanter prospect of houses 
overlooking such a square com- 
pared with those facing one 
another across a street. 

(5) The reduction of through traffic 
delays due to pedestrian crossings 
and repairs, by the automatic limi- 
tation of such traffic to the inter- 
district roads. (The only through- 
traffic roads are those around the 
perimeter of each ‘‘town unit,” 
and these would form radial and 
ring roads.) 

{6) No house is more than five or ten 
minutes’ walk from either school 
or bus route, the whole unit being 
only three-quarters of a mile 
square. 

The data upon which the foregoing 

scheme has been based are :— 


{2 


~— 


Population of town unit, 12,000 
(approximately). 

Children of school age, 2,000 
(approximately). 

Houses and flats, 3,300 (approxi- 
mately). 

The facilities and amenities would in- 
clude the normal junior and_ senior 


schools for boys and girls, churches, post- 
office, shops, cinema, inns, and, in addi- 
tion. medical -and dental clinics for 
adults and children for disease preven- 
tion, maternity and child-welfare centre, 
swimming-bath, sun-bathing terraces and 
café, tennis and squash courts, children’s 
playground and créche, and two sports 
fields. 

The sites for these are indicated by 
reference letters on layout B as under :— 

A.—Junior and senior schools, medical 
and dental clinics, maternity and child- 
welfare clinics. 

B.—Sports fields. 

C.—Créche and children’s playground. 

D.—Onen-air (licensed) café, with 
games rooms (skittles, etc.). 

#.—Tennis and squash courts. 


F.—Swimming-bath and __ sun-bathing 
terraces. 

G.—Shops and flats. 

H.—Churches, chapels, inns, cinema, 
post office, etc. 

The density of the ‘‘square-cum- 


street’’ unit shown is 12 houses per acre, 
including open square and roads. That 
of the “town unit,”’ including all space, 
is 94 per acre, but these figures are obvi- 
ously widely adjustable. 

The cost would be similar to that of 
any normal scheme, avart from the cost 
of park area and buildings for amenities, 
and this could undoubtedly be met by the 
public at large, who might well regard it 
as a deserved reward for the vouth of the 
country. The amount would be infinitesi- 
mal compared with our war-time expen- 
diture 

IT would emphasise that these layouts 
are intended only to show the princivles 
of such a scheme. The only reason they 
are prevared in some detail and to scale 
is to show that these princinles are of 
practical application, boundaries of pro- 
perties being held to be adjustable. 
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I regret I have been unable to prevent 
this letter assuming almost the propor- 
tions of an article, but I hope you will be 
able to find space for it. Roads are 
comparatively permanent things and will 
affect a town and the lives of those who 
live in it for generations. 

C. W. Bopprz, 
A.R.I.B.A., P.A.8.1., 

Gibraltar. A.M.LM. & Cy.E. 

Education in the Appreciation of 
Architecture. 


To tHE Epitror or The Builder. 


Srr,—I have read with much interest 
the letter in The Builder for July 10, 
and am glad to learn that the idea 
is taking root of introducing ‘“ The 
Appreciation of Architecture” as a 
subject on the school curriculum, 
largely because of and not in spite of 
the war. 


I am, however, a little alarmed by this 
title and all it seems to imply, and fear 
that the subject may be approached too 
much from the point of view of architec- 
tural style at the expense of more funda- 
mental considerations. 

Much training in the past, from this 
standpoint, has proved to be profitless, 
and has undoubtedly led to the false and 
undue embellishment of buildings and to 
the neglect of more important qualities 
essential to a worthy structure of any 
kind. 

The study of architectural examples, in 
relation to their period, has great value, 
but should be the natural outcome of the 
understanding of the ‘‘ language ’’ in which 
architecture expresses itself and not the 
initial approach. 

What must first be sought is a means of 
teaching this ‘‘language,’’ and to this 
end educationists must accept the fact that 
a statement as expressed in a structure 
can be true or false, just as a statement 
in speech, writing, mathematics or science 
can be true or false. It is the acquisitioa 
of this perception which is so apt to be 
overlooked in early training. Those who 
pursue their studies to a further extent 
are often faced with the embarrassment of 
learning their calling or profession back- 
wards. 

The common ground which presents it- 
self as an approach to the subject is un- 
doubtedly the home. Subjects which can 
be ‘‘ taught ’’ and which clearly relate to 
this are: (1) Planning; (2) Theory of 
Structures ; (3) Theory of Colour—(a) Pig- 
ment, (b) Light; (4) the Study of Form 
and Proportion. 

These studies are vital and can be car- 
ried to any degree which the school curri- 
culum permits. Once the teachers appre- 
ciate this, instruction can be intermingled 
and correlated to other subjects, and not 
separated from them as being on a dif- 
ferent plane, suited only to a specially 
gifted minority. 

The past and modern research and ex- 
periment have provided the vocabulary, 
the grammar of which must be compre- 
hended at the outset, so that it becomes 
common knowledge on a par with other 
common knowledge, resulting in expres- 
sion of natural and not forced growth. 

This line of thought is intended to be 
constructive and not destructive of the 
idea as a whole, and it is thought that it 
may indicate an appropriate line of little 
resistance and at the same time lead to 
the maximum results being obtained. 


Water H. Ciark, 
Capt. R.E. 


Swindon, Wilts. 
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Unity in the Architectural Profession. 
To tHE Eprtror or The Builder. 


Str,—As a Surveyor member of the 
1.A.A.8., with no authority to speak 
for Architect members and none for 
the I.A.A.8. Council, I would never- 
theless say that, in my opinion, the 
letter from the General Secretary of 
the I.A.A.8., published in your issue 
of July 3, does not represent the views 
of the majority of the members of that 
body. 

As I see the matter, the construction 
of the I.A.A.S. is necessarily different 
from that of the R.I.B.A. The R.I.B.A. 
is the oldest architectural body in this 
country, but it should be remembered 
that out of the past 1,000 years of build- 
ing its auspices cover little more than a 
century. Moreover, though it represents 
the first attempt to organise and codify 
the architectural profession, ever since its 
inception there have been those who, for 
reasons of conscience or temperament, 
have found themselves unable to submit 
to a single self-electing organisation. 
These non-conformists have included 
some of our most eminent architects, but 
in recent years it has become increasingly 
difficult to resist the pressure of numbers, 
and even the non-conformists have had to 
organise themselves—hence the J.A.A.S. 


and other ‘' alternative ’’ bodies. 

The letters of ‘‘F.R.I.B.A.”’ and of 
the General Secretary I.A.A.S. typify 
architectural politics at their worst— 


thank goodness they have not found pub- 
lication in the general Press; but, even 
so, can it be rightly inferred that the 
system from which they spring is utterly 
discreditable ? 

There is an assumption that unity is 
desirable ; so it would be in ideal condi- 
tions, but would we surrender the present 
Parliamentary system—with all its dis- 
unity and occasional lack of dignity—for 
the ‘‘Unity’’ which Hitler seeks to 
impose ? 

JosepH Bassas, A.I.A.S. 

London, W.11. 


War Damage Commission. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 


Srr,—I have read with interest Mr. 
W. S. Mannings’ letter on the above 
subject [The Builder, July 10]. His 
experiences have no doubt been shared 
and suffered by many others. No pur- 
pose, therefore, can be served by re- 
counting my own experiences. The 
correct action to be taken by builders. 
surveyors, property owners, sufferers 
from enemy action, and all their pro- 
fessional representatives; is the first 
thing to be decided. This can, I think, 
be defined as “‘ The full financial cost 
of reinstating damage caused by enemy 
action, as represented by builders’ 
accéunts, and certified as correct by 
the building owners’ advisers, such 
cost to include all professional fees 
incurred by the owner in agreeing the 
correctness of the builder’s account 
with the builder and the War Damage 
Commission and obtaining full settle- 
ment thereof.” 

I can hear some of your readers saying 
‘**He’s hopeful.” To such remarks I 
would reply : ‘‘ Where does your duty lie 
—to your clients or to the bureaucrats?” 
If the reply is to ‘‘ our clients,” as L think 
it will be, then we must endeavour to give 
our clients the correct advice as to the 
result required and the correct method to 
be employed to achieve that result. 
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To arrive at this it is necessary to view 
our ‘‘enemy”’ in his correct relationship 
with ourselves. We shall then be able to 
see more clearly the nature of the task 
before us. 

The War Damage Commission was set 
up by the community’s representatives in 
Parliament. It was given great power and 
authority and was presented with a basis 
of legal definitions in the Act which it was 
given the duty of interpreting to the best 
of its ability in accordance with law, legal 
definition and procedure. 

It should be noted here that the War 
Damage Commission, its advisers and its 
representatives have no power whatever to 
alter the War Damage Act. It has the duty 
only of-interpreting and operating the Act 
itself, and when it is proved wrong in its 
legal interpretations it can, and I believe 
does, correct itself and its decisions. This 
is, of course, a vastly different thing from 
making amendments to the Act, in which 
occur such idiotic abstract phrases as 
‘* proper cost,”’ etc. It is, however, hide- 
bound by legalism and is not realistic. 

It therefore follows that the only body 
that can amend the Act in such a manner 
as will give effect to the desires of the 
people of this country as set out in my 
second paragraph is Parliament. Parlia- 
ment is composed of approximately 600 
members, each personally responsible to 
his electors for the results, good or bad, 
of his representation and control, through 
Parliament, of the Government and the 
Civil Service and the War Damage Com- 
mission. 

This relationship of the Member of Par- 
liament to his electors is of primary im- 
portance at the present time, and unless 
it is recognised now, and unless our 
actions are based on this relationship now 
and in the future, then we shall be 
attempting to do something which is im- 
possible of achievement. 

It is recognised that among certain 
M.P.s this correct relationship of master 
(the constituents) and servant (the M.P.) 
is not appreciated and in some cases it 
not admitted. It is, however, known that 
a growing number of our Parliamentary 
representatives do admit this as the 
correct relationship, and are prepared to 
act when they have their constituents’ 
instructions to do so. 

If any of your readers are interested in 
taking correct action to overcome our 
present difficulties I shall be most pleased 
to be of such assistance as I am able. 


Keith G. Catmvr. 
Stepney Green, E.1. 


To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 
Srr,—I should like wholeheartedly 


to support the sentiments of your 
correspondent, Mr. W. 8S. Mannings, 
who complains of the War Damage 
Commission’s surveyor attempting to 
measure war-damage repairs and to 
settle claims at a figure lower than the 
builder’s account, which incidentally 
is based on workmen provided by the 
Labour Exchange, and not of their own 
selection. 

What would be the attitude of the 
Commission if their measured account 
worked out greater than the builder’s 
account? Would they increase the account 
accordingly? Certainly not; therefore the 
whole method of checking is unfair. 

I should like to see the Trade Associa- 
tions of the industry insist on an agreed 
rate ef profit, preferably the National 
Schedule of Day Work Charges for jobs 
under £100.: which is 30 per cent. on 
labour and 15 per cent. on materials. This 
schedule has been in operation for many 


THE BUILDER 


years and has not been raised to meet war- 
time increased overhead expenses. 

I am very pleased to learn that the 
London Master Builders’ Association have 
very rightly advised their members to 
charge 15 per cent. on sub-contracted 
work included in jobs under £100 in cost. 
It remains to be seen if the War Damage 
Commission will accept this figure. 

Cases have occurred of clients receiving 
from the War Damage Commission a 
cheque for an amount smaller than the 
builder’s account, with a covering note 
indicating that a cheque is included in 
settlement of the ‘‘ reasonable cost’’ with 
no explanation of the deduction made. 

We know the Commission is charged by 
the Act to pay the ‘‘ reasonable cost,”’ but 
not surely to be the sole arbiter of its own 
case. 

May I finally plead for the various 
Building Trade Associations to unite, as 
only by their concerted efforts will they 
achieve the desired results. 

Francis Rospinson. 

137, Wades Hill, N.21. 


Medium and Small-Size Builders. 
To tHE Eprtor or The Builder. 

Srr,—Your correspondent ‘‘ Modern 
Builder ” takes upon himself, without 
disclosing his identity, to criticise the 
work of the Federations connected 
with the building industry, and in 
order to strengthen his case he quotes 
a resolution by an _ unspecified 
** Federation,” but obviously, from 
the context, the London Master 
Builders’ Association, which he sug- 
gests seems “‘in these times ”’ ridicu- 
lous. 

Was ‘‘ Modern Builder’? aware when 
he wrote his letter that this resolution 
was passed in 1929? 

If so, his letter is deliberately mislead- 
ing. If not, he is put out of court by 
his obvious ignorance of what is taking 
place in the building industry to-day. In 
either case his letter calls for immediate 
withdrawal. 

W. J. Rupperuam, Secretary, 
London Master Builders’ Association. 
47, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


Grouping of Builders. 
To tHE Epiror or The Builder. 


S1r,—It was'with very great interest 
that I read Mr. Howard’s three articles 
on the grouping of medium and small- 
sized builders. Mr. Howard’s articles 
on this subject only put, into print 
ideas that have been worrying quite a 
lot of builders for a very long time. 

The principal difficulty with regard 
to grouping is that by grouping 
builders you immediately create large 
concerns, and this will only perpetuate 
the evil which is at present existing in 
the industry, namely, the financier 
company with its board of directors 
whose duty is only to their share- 
holders. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the 
three types of firms—namely, large, 
medium, and small—are vital to the well- 
being of the industry, and their indepen- 
dence must be protected if the industry is 
to be prepared for a 100 per cent. post- 
war effort. There is only one answer to 
all the troubles in the building industry, 
and that answer is that the whole of the 
industry must be properly organised on a 
national basis, this organisation preferably 
to be carried out by the industry itself. 

In this reorganisation, planning for the 
future genevatiéns must be borne in mind. 
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This planning must include the education 
side. to attract boys and young men to the 
industry and to encourage them to become 
craftsmen and executives to enable the 
industry to carry on in a proper manner. 
This can be done only if proper organisa- 
tion is achieved between the employers as 
a whole, the operatives as a whole, and 
between the employers and the operatives 
collectively. There are many other sides 
to this reorganisation such as affect the 
architect, engineer, builders’ merchant and 
suppliers of all kinds, and the efforts of 
all these people and firms must be co- 
ordinated with the effort of the em- 
ployers and operatives to obtain 100 per 
cent. production from the industry. 

There is a vast amount of work await- 
ing the industry in maintenance and 
replacement which is accumulating with 
each year of the war on existing buildings, 
domestic and industrial, and if there is 
any sincerity in the Government statement 
that the industry must be wholly efficient 
immediately upon the cessation of hostili- 
ties, then this reorganisation must be 
carried out as quickly as possible. Many 
improvements are needed in the industry 
which will have to be borne in mind in re- 
organisation. Many of these are very vital 
and they will take a long time to achieve. 
One of the most vital is the curse of casual 
labour, which results in such ah enormous 
amount of unemployment. This would be 
a very easy item to overcome if employers 
were properly organised and if they would 
realise that when a building trade opera- 
tive is out of employment it is not only 
the operative who suffers, through his lack 
of wages, but the employer also because 
he makes no profit (owing to the 
man’s lack of wages) or even on the 
material which this man is capable of 
using if he was employed. 

Where can we find a man in the industry 
to-day who is capable of starting this vital 
reorganisation ? W. A. MATHER. 

17, Britton-street, E.C.1. 








OUR WAR-SCARRED HERITAGE 
(Concluded from page 68.) 


Such work is only applied common 
sense, inspired by a sincere desire to 
preserve after a careful analysis of the 
latent destructive forces to be with- 
stood. 

A tendency to horizontal outward 
movement should, if possible, be 
opposed by a horizontal static force. 
The raking shore is a poor and un- 
economical substitute. 

Equilibrium takes so little to main- 
tain if the forces tending to upset it 
are appreciated and directly opposed. 
We know how little force is necessary 
to overthrow a leaning wall. Do we 
always realise how little will retain 
it, how little more restore it to the 
vertical, and, once vertical, how 
easily stability can be ensured? 

This opposition of horizontal disin- 
tegrating forces by horizontal restrain- 
ing ones is as important and economi- 
cal in permanent repairs as in tem- 
porary, as will be explained in the 
succeeding article. 

For the present we should try to 
conserve as much as possible of all 
standing historic work. A building 
badly damaged now in relation to its 
neighbours may become, through 
future bombardment, the best pre- 
served amongst them. 

(To be concluded.) 
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FIG. |1.—THE ‘‘FLYING SQUAD,”’ THEIR WORK COMPLETED, ABOUT TO LEAVE THE CAMP SITE. 


CAMP CONSTRUCTION: M.O.W.P. MOBILE SQUAD 
AT WORK 


A new use has been found for ‘the Ministry of Works’ 
“Flying Squad” of builders, the travelling organisa- 
tion which—complete with men, plant, materials, and 
caravan living and eating accommodation—was formed 
principally to relieve immediate pressure on local build- 
ing resources in towns which had been “ blitzed.” 

This further task arises out of the Ministry’s plan to turn 
to account the normal period of delay in camp construction 
that arises between the invitation of tenders and the starting 
of work. This period may be of the order of three weeks, 
and the Ministry proposes to utilise this interval by employ- 
ing another contractor to erect the Site Construction Camp, 


to accommodate the advance party of the main contractor. ° 
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FIG. 2.—STANDARD LAYOUT. 
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FIG. 3b.—PLAN OF OFFICE UNIT. 


The value of the scheme has been successfully tested at a 
hutting site in the Midlands illustrated on this page. 

Here 35 men, sleeping and eating in M.O.W.P. “ Flying 
Squad~’ vehicles, have completed the erection of seven pre- 
fabricated huts—three dormitories, one canteen, one store, 
two offices—and put down rough roads of hardcore and 
clinker. The scheduled time for this was 21 days, and the 
work has been completed in 16. This accommodation will 
enable 50 men employed by the main contractor to start work 
on the camp within a few hours of their arrival at the site. 
The roads will facilitate access to wheeled traffic, heavy plant, 
etc., which will materially contribute to speeding work on 
the site. Had the advance work not been done by using the 
“Flying Squad’”’ vehicles, the contractor would have had to 
tackle it on arrival at the bare site. 

The illustrations show (Fig. 1) the completed huts with 
the mobile units in the foreground; (Fig. 2) standard layout 
the initial camp (not followed in this particular case); and 
(Fig. 3) the planning of canteen, builder’s office and dormi- 
tory unit. It will be noticed that the last unit contains 
space and equipment for washing and hot water. This is not 
a normal feature of Army huts, but is considered desirable 
for the initial scheme of dormitory buildings. The hut is of 
a M.O.W.P. standard design, using plaster-board on timber 
studding, with timber roof trusses bujlt up as an engineering 
design and utilising resin-boarded plywood as gusset plates. 
The wall units-are 6ft. wide. The huts are each 72 ft. by 
18 ft. 6in. by 8ft. to eaves. Full details of the type were 
given in our issue for February 13 last. 
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FIG. 3a.—PLAN OF CANTEEN UNIT. 
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FIG, 3c.—PLAN OF DORMITORY UNIT. 
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THE HOUSING CENTRE 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


Mr. Hersert Morrison was expected 
to be present and speak at the annual 
meeting of the Housing Centre, held 
recently at 13, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, 
8.W.1, but his duties in the House of 
Commons prevented his attending. In his 
absence the meeting was addressed by Dr. 
Dudley Stamp, Miss Caroline Haslett, 
Councillor Sullivan from West Ham, and 
other speakers. Proressor Patrick 
ApercromBiz, F.R.I.B.A., presided. 

The report and accounts were presented 
and adopted, and the honorary officers and 
retiring members of the Executive Com- 
mittee re-elected. 

Dr. Dupuey Sramp said that great 
changes were impending in the whole 
sphere of planning. We had been promised 
a Central Planning Authority, and those 
interested asked what this would mean. 
There were some who hoped we should have 
a central Ministry of Planning, but others 
said one Minister could not be a sufficient 
answer to our problems. Would the Minis- 
tries of Transport, Agriculture and Health 
be content to put a large part of their 
present work into new hands’ The Minis- 
try of Planning would never have the 
power to plan the future because there 
were these vested interests of other 
Ministries. One proposal was that we 
should have a non-Departmental Minister 
of Cabinet rank who would be chairman 
of a committee consisting of the chair- 
men of all committees concerned with the 
different phases of future national 
planning, while people with but little faith 
in Government Departments were work- 
ing out schemes for a Commission, not of 
Government officials, but of independent 
people who had made a reputation in their 
own particular spheres, to work as a whole 
and form a buffer between the private 
citizen and the Government. 

There was frequently a confusion of 
thought between planning and execution. 
In the future the Central Planning 
Authority would be concerned with the 
formulating of great national plans while 
the Ministries he had mentioned, together 
with local authorities, statutory under- 
takings and private individuals, would do 
the actual work. The fundamental 
difference between this conception and 
what we had now was that we were going 
to look in future for guidance to the State. 
Under the Act of 1932 the initiation of 
planning schemes had come from _indi- 
vidual authorities in different parts of the 
country, and a rather ridiculous position 
had been reached; because if we added 
together all the town and country planning 
schemes that had been formulated up to 
the outbreak of war they allowed for a 
population of 300,000,000. In the last 18 
months or two years the Ministry of Agri- 
culture had had a re-birth. It was proving 
a lusty infant, was taking a really definite 
interest in all matters affecting the 
countryside as opposed to urban areas, and 
we were going to see it as the Ministry 
concerned with all phases of country life. 
It had formulated a scheme, appointed an 
Adviser on Rural Land Utilisation, and it 
was now the job of that official to look at 
all planning schemes not yet approved 
and see in what way they might or might 
not be incompatible with the development 
of the countryside. This was a definite 
attempt to integrate the needs of the ex- 
pansion of the town with those of rural 
communities. 

As a member of Lord Justice Scott’s 
Committee he had become interested in 
various aspects of rural life, notably 
housing. Witness after witness had come 
before that committee, referring to the 
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young people who’ migrated to the towns 
for lack of housing aceommodation in the 
country. It was too much to ask a woman 
to accept conditions as they were—without 
electricity, gas for cooking, a piped water 
supply or main drainage—and the Scott 
Committee would take a strong line on this 
question of rural housing. 

The new council houses were popular 
because they provided some of the com- 
forts of life, but they failed in esthetic 
and other aspects. 
because they had been imported direct 
into rural surroundings from the town for 
which they were designed. The require- 
ments of housing in the countryside, alike 
from the point of view of appearance and 
facilities provided for the housewife and 
family, were different from those in the 
towns. It was necessary to get into con- 
tact with the housewife, who spent the 
greater part of her time in the cottage. 
There must be real thought and co-opera- 
tion on.the part of those who knew from 
within the conditions of living in a house 


Probably this was ~ 
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and those who had the vision to see what 
could be done. 

Str Recrnatp Rowe said that in the 
matter of housing, as in everything else, 
it was the enthusiastic volunteer, working 
for nothing but the cause, who heated the 
water that made the steam. That steam 
was public opinion working an engine con- 
sisting of the Government and the local 
authorities, and in the absence of steam 
this engine could sit very placidly on its 
rails, 

Miss Carouine Hasterr said we must 


* plan for the post-war woman, who, coming 


back from industry and jge Services, 
would not be content with badly-planned 
kitchens where all the functions of house- 
keeping were arranged in the wrong way. 

Councittor SuLuivan (vice-chairman of 
the West Ham Housing Committee) said 
the workers of his borough would not con 
sent to being housed in tall buildings. 
They wanted gardens and were determined 
West Ham should be a better place for 
their children to live in. 


DWELLINGS FOR THE PEOPLE 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS’ 


Tue Chartered Surveyors’ Institution 
has issued a Memorandum of Evidence 
by the Council of the Institution to the 
Sub-Committee on Design of Dwellings of 
the Central Housing Advisory Committee, 
Ministry of Health. The terms of refer- 
ence to the Sub-Committee were: ‘‘ To 
make recommendations as to the design, 
planning, layout, standards of construc- 
tion and equipment of dwellings for the 
people throughout the country.” 

After some comments upon the impor- 
tance of good management, this Memo- 
randum proceeds as follows :— 


Design, Planning and Layout of Dwellings 
and their Equipment. 

(a) Matters which should be the subject 
of compulsory regulation. 

With a view to improving present stan- 
dards of dwelling accommodation from 
the standpoint of health, convenience and 
saving of labour, regulations, applicable 
throughout the country, should be~made 
with respect to the matters indicated be- 
low. Such regulations should require :— 

(i) The provision, in the design both 
of flats and houses, of adequate space 
for the storage of coal, bicycles and 
perambulators. 

(ii) Where houses are to be built in 
terraces, the provision of secondary 
means of access to the back of every 
house. 








RECOMMENDATIONS 


(iii) The provision of lifts in blocks 
of flats over four storeys in height. 

(iv) Measures for the prevention of 
sound transmission, both vertically and 
horizontally. Owing to the hardness of 
the materials now used, noise has be- 
come something more than a nuisance 
even in modern buildings of the best 
quality. The time has arrived when 
some form of sound insulation must be 
made compulsory. 

(v) The boarding or felting of all 
pitched roofs. 

(vi) A higher minimum standard of 
light, especially to domestic kitchens. 

(vii) The provision of adequate site 
drainage. 

(viii) If there is not more than one 
water-closet in a dwelling, that-it shali 
always be separate from the bathroom. 

(ix) That the water-supply service 
pipe shall be taken up an inner wall 
and the storage tank protected against 
frost. 

(x) That the stop-cock on the main 
shall be in an accessible position, and 
that there shall be stop-cocks to all 
sanitary fittings, especially for shutting 
off the stonage tank which is often in 
a loft or otherwise difficult of access. 

(xi) There should be a draw-off tap 
at the lowest level of the water system. 

(xii) The provision of overflow trays 
under water-storage tanks. 

(xiii) A heavier gauge for cisterns, 
and the fitting of an approved safety 
valve to independent domestic boilers. 

(xiv) A standard diameter for iron 
flow and return pipes in indirect heat- 
ing systems, to minimise risk of furring 
up. 

(xv) Larger diameters than are now 
usually fitted for traps and waste pipes 
of baths and lavatory basins; cleaning 
caps to be made more accessible and 
easily operative. 

(xvi) The provision of overflow pipes 
of a minimum size for baths and lava- 
tory basins. 

(6) Matters which should receive greater 
attention than hitherto in connection with 
the planning of dwellings. 

(i) The position of water-closets. 
which should if possible not be next 
bedroom. 

(ii) The orientation of buildings; the 
maximum sunlight is obtained if the 
building is planned so that its greatest 
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length is from north to south, and not 
from east to west. 

(iii) Window design, with particular 
reference to ease of cleaning from inside 
the house. 

(iv) The provision in block dwellings 
of private balconies to a depth of at 
least 4 ft. 

(v) Where flat roofs are provided. 
special attention must be given to their 
construction to ensure that they are 
waterproof. 

(vi) The provision of parapet walls to 
pitched roofs of high buildings to facili- 
tate maintenance work. 

(vii) A more general provision of 
central heating and hot-water systems. 

(viii) The size of bedrooms, which 
should not be less than 70 sq. ft. 

(ix) Efficient refuse disposal ; all block 
dwellings should be provided with dust- 
chutes which should be lined with 


glazed material. Refuse reception 
hambers should be tiled, and water 
aid on. 

(x) Prevention of infestation by 
vermin. 


(xi) Kitchen design, in which connec- 
tion, the construction of kitchens to 
tandard sizes, according to the number 
of rooms in the dwelling, should be con- 
sidered. Walls should be tiled, and cup- 
hoards, which should be built to the 
ull height of the wall, should be pro- 
ided for china and domestic utensils. 
The arrangement of sink, cooker, 
copper, cupboards and other equipment 
should be such as to allow a clear, 
rectangular working space; large enough 
to allow for a small table for occasional 
meals. Easy communication between 
kitchen and living-room by means of 
sliding doors or serving hatch is im- 
portant. 
Standards of Constructicn of Dwellings 


and their Equipment. 
(a) Matters which should be the subject 


, of compulsory regulation. 


(i) Materials and workmanship for all 
components, internal and external, of a 
dwelling should conform with minima 
to be laid down in national standard 
specifications. The builder should be 
subject to penalties if breaches of regu- 
lations to this effect are subsequently 
discovered. 


It is worth noting in this connec- - -. 


tion ‘that the National Housebuilders’ 

Registration Council have initiated a 

voluntary scheme by which houses 

erected by builders who adher2 to the 
scheme shall conform with prescribed 
specifications. 

(ii) Sanitary systems for dwellings 
should conform with a national stand- 
dard of by-laws for house drainage. 
(b) Matters which should receive greater 

attention than hitherto with a view to 
improving standards of building and the 
equipment of diwellinas. 

(i) Greater standardisation in the 
sizes of tiles doors and windows, and 
also of electric plugs and internal fit- 
tings generally. 

(ii) The investigation of new building 
materials. . 

(iii) The modification of ~ obsolete 


. building regulations, 


(iv) A more general adoption of the 
ole-pipe system of drainage in blocks 
of flats. 

(v) A wider use of metal drain-pipes. 


Other Matters indirectly influencing 

Design or Standards of Construction. 

(a) To be-the subject of a compulsory 
requiation :— 

Water undertakings should be pro- 

hibited from supplying water of more than 
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a specified maximum of hardnesss It is 
considered that softening in bulk is the 
most satisfactory method of dealing with 
the problem of hard water. Domestic 
appliances for softening water are not, on 
the whole, satisfactory. 

_(6) Matters requiring special considera- 
tron : — 

(i) The provision of cheaper and more 
universal electric power, with a fixed 
standard of voltage throughout the 
country 

(ii) The cheapening and _ popularisa- 
tion of smokeless fuels with the object, 
eventually, of their use being made 
compulsory. 

GENERAL.—While regulations in respect 
of the matters suggested in this memoran- 
dum should be applicable throughout the 
country so as to secure minimum stan- 
dards of construction, and in the manu- 
facture, of the components and equipment 
of dwellings, undue rigidity should be 
avoided. Regulations should take account 
of differing conditions or methods in dif- 
ferent districts and be subject to periodic 
revision as new methods, improvements or 
inventions of proved worth are _ intro- 


duced. 


BUILDING TRADE WORKERS 


MR. LUKE FAWCETT’S ADDRESS. 


In his address to the Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trade Workers at the 
National Delegate Conference held at 
Morecambe on July 21, Mr, Luke Fawcett 
(General Secretary) referred to the fact 
that never before in all history had the 
lives and livelihoods of building workers 
been so tumbled about. Their homes had 
been broken up, their families torn apart. 
Subject, as they were, to all the stresses, 
duties and hardships imposed on the civil 
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population in general, they had added bur- 
dens to carry, added hardships, because 
of the war-time demands on their labour 
and skili as workers in the building in- 
dustry. They had been on land what the 
valiant merchant seaman had been at sea, 
and by their endurance, labour, tenacity, 
their cheerful courage in tackling and sur- 
mounting the most trying situations—their 
indomitabie will in carrying through the 
biggest building programme ever realised 
in the time had won the status of 
pioneers. Though put under orders, and 
subject to restraints and restrictions which, 
in their totality, amounted to little short 
of industrial conscription—only tolerated 
because of the war—it had to be conceded 
that substantial gains had been made and 
improvements effected. 

Mr. Fawcett added : ‘‘ Employment has 
been largely stabilised. The Guaranteed 
Week represents a great advance. We 
must hold fast to that. It marks a 
definite step towards the decasualisation of 
the building industry .... Wages are a 
paramount ‘issue. A good deal of. up- 
grading has taken place. We persist in the 
endeavour to get increases. At the present 
time we are negotiating, through the 
National Joint Council, to establish an im- 
provement on the basic rate.” 


Bonus Payments Condemned. ° 

‘“The outstanding industrial question 
especially to us as craftsmen, arose last 
summer. I refer to the system of bonus pay- 
ments which the Government imposed 
despite our protests and in face of the 
expressed opposition of all organised 
building operatives. The excuse was the 
need to stimulate building production. Cer- 
tain big contractors, largely civil engineer- 
ing, whose work is mainly carried out by 
swarms of labourers, undoubtedly influence 
the Government decision. Advantage was 
taken of the circumstances to put this hate- 
ful and degrading system across. 

‘*Tt. has now been in operation time 
enough to judge. It has comp.icated wages 
payments. It has considerably added to 
costs. Some operatives have got more 
money. It is true there has been enormous 
building production. There would have 
been in any case. Least of ail is this due 
to bonus payments. I doubt whether the 
system has added anything to the amount 
produced or the speed with which the work 
was done. I do know that it has been the 
cause of much friction and difficulty on 
the job. I do know that it has been a con- 
tributory factor towards muddling rather 
than helping building operations. I do 
know that its effect is to ‘lower the standard 
of building, and that the evil of it will 
permeate our trades and crafts with vicious 
lingering results even after its abolition. 
The evil is not so apparent while the indus- 
try is busy and building Jabour is scarce. 
The temptation to get more while the going 
is good among certain. workers is one they 
cannot resist, no matter how it exhausts 
their vitality and ruins their working 
capacity. All are not conscious of the harm 
of the system or of its consequences when 
trade is bad, and the labour market 
crowded with unemployed. We know from 
experience. Let us stiffen our resolve to be 
rid of it at the first opportunity.”’ 


Rebuilding Britain. parties 

Turning to the post-war situation, plan- 
ning and preparing for the rebuilding of 
Britain, in every respect, was (said the 
speaker) a hasic task of winning the war. 
Laying the foundations of the peace was a 
war-time task. Otherwise this war would 
be won to be lost like the last. _ Unless the 
workers, the people, generated and de- 
veloped and strengthened within themselves 
the will to condition the peace, the will 
to shape the future, then all was lost. If 
society was permitted to lapse back when 
the carnage ended to the old ruts, the oid 
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class divisions, the old system of private 
mismanagement of the industries and ser- 
vices, the. old conditions of wealth and 
privilege on top, and poverty and servitude 
belciw, the old muddies and confusions, then 
we might as well cry finish. The war 
brought the Ministry of Works and Build- 
ings into existence, now known ‘as the 
Ministry of Works and Planning. It had 
already done much to reorganise the ser- 
vices of the building industry. The Ministry 
was charged with the direction and control 
of building reconstruction. It had drawn 
town planners, architects, surveyors, hous- 
ing experts and municipal leaders together 
in committees to evolve the best schemes 
and plans. It had registered, classified and 
sorted out the firms in the building indus- 
try. It had given considerable attention to 
the orderly recruitment: of building labour, 
and to building education and training. 
Under its guidance the national apprentice- 
ship scheme would operate. It had given, 
and was still giving, stimulus to the work 
of preparatjon. Undoubtedly the Ministry 
of Works and Planning, backed by the 
Government, together . with the local 
authorities, would lead in the rebuilding of 
Britain. It would be subject to the drive 
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and responsive to the influence of public 
opinion, 

Few seemed to realise what had trans- 
pired and what was transpiring behind the 
conflict. Nothing less than the greatest in- 
dustrial revolution had taken place, and 
was still in process. ‘‘The modern 
world is suffering from the curse of plenty.”’ 
So Mr. Winston Churchill had stated in his 
Romanes Lecture at Oxford in 1931. If 
then—what now! The curse of plenty! 
Why should plenty be a curse? 

‘No matter the ravages of war,’’ de- 
clared Mr. Fawcett, ‘‘ the rich storehouse 
of the earth will remain. Its minerals, its 
fertility, will remain. The seed can be 
sown and abundant harvests gathered. In 


‘ general, the great industries will have 


reached peak development. Among the 
peoples * sin will be deaths to mourn and 
pain to relieve. But who should lack 
bread? Who should lack clothes? Who 
should lack houses? Who should lack any- 
thing that goes to enrich and give satis- 
faction to lite? Only an imbecile clinging 
to the decayed forms of an outworn social 
economy can stop us from building a new 
and better country, a new and better 
world.”’ 


REPLANNING AND THE OPERATIVES 


MR. COPPOCK’S SPEECH TO T.C.P.A. 

Speakinc to the Town and Country 
Planning Association at 224, Regent-st., 
W.1, on July 9 (Mr. Hugh Beaver being 
in the chair), Mr. Ricnarp Coppock, 
C.B.E.. General — Secretary, | National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
dealt with ‘‘ Post-War Planning as the 
Operatives See it.”’ 

There are (he said) many associations 
at the present moment interested in post- 
war problems. We are supposed to be in- 
terested in things like the Atlantic 
Charter, a thing which is abstract—but 
what we are interested in is the re- 
habilitation of the working classes of this 
country. There are too many of us trying 
to aim at different angles of the matter. 
and there appears to be no co-ordination 
on planning. There are too many people 
who are only self-interested: looking at 
the profits hkely to be gained; iwonder- 
ing how it is ‘possible for them to main- 
tain the rent standard, and so on. It is 
not possible to face the post-war problems 
in precisely the same way as last time. 
Politicians of the last post-war period 
knew it was impossible to carry out the 
programme they pretended to believe in. 
This time they will not get away with 
that. Obviously, the question of plan- 
ning is the question of expert knowledge 
and understanding. One of the first 
things necessary as far as planning is con- 
cerned is to secure the land for the people; 
whether it is by compensation or annexa- 
tion, does it matter? 


Small Building Personnel. 


The fact is that we shall have a very 
small building personnel as compared to 
the personnel we had in 1939. During the 
20 years between the wars we built four 
million houses; we cannot wait 20 years 
for four million houses again. Whether 
those hquses are to be prefabricated or 
ordinary brick or stone built is irrelevant 
at present, We are getting the people 
who talk about standardisation as though 
it was a subject never talked about before. 
There has always been standardisation 
and there will obviously be further 
developments in this direction. But one 
of our biggest problems will be how to 
empty London out a bit; how to clear 
spaces in Manchester; how can we create 
a new town for Sheffield, Leeds and Glas- 
gow? How can we reduce them in size? 
The problem of the size of London is very 


serious. 1940 showed just how vulnerable 
it was. Is it desirable that our towns 
should be as huge as our present large 
cities ? 

At what point are we going to tread 
upon vested interests? Insofar as vested 
interests have power to finance undertak- 
ings they are the real directors of policy, 
not the people who vote for politicians 
I want to say quite candidly that if we 
have to examine this problem then we 
have to appreciate that fundamental 


changes are necessary in our method of 
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administration Are we to alter the ex- 
pensive method that we at piesent have 
to pursue in any town or village where 
we want development : the application for 
permission, the private pool, the amount 
of charges, the process through both 
Houses, all the legal luminaries who come 
and argue; aud then in the end the whole 
business is torpedoed? ‘Lhe effect of all 
this on town: planning is tremendous. | 
have been on many committees 
om town planning, 1 have been 
to many  town-planning conferences 
and I have seen the difficuluies arise. Local 
people in the village or rural area, or the 
county, have prevented certain develop- 
ments because they found they would not 
suit their interests, although they wouid 
bring improvement for the ordinary 
people. ‘There should be regional control 
under a central direction. There should 
be a Planning Ministry; not works with a 
side line, but planning generally, and it 
should be the authority as far as planning 
is concerned; covering traffic, which plan- 
ning is associated with. ‘here should be 
regional organisations, directly responsible 
to the national planning organisation, 
avoiding all the expense and waste of time 
of private Bills going through the House. 

1 do not believe that in the minds of 
the Cabinet at the present moment there 
is the real desire to make any preparation 
for post-war planning. ‘There are a lot 
of attempts keing made and a number of 
committees, but there is no real central 
direction from a high levei to get on with 
the job, and if the war finished to-morrow 
we should be in a complete mess. We 
should see the hostels for munition workers 
being used as temporary accommodation 
for the people. We have got beyond the 
talking stage. A plan should be moulded, 
in my opinion. We have to consider these 
problems if we are to stop the impact of 
revolution in the peace. It has taken 
three years to get to what not even yet 
is total war preparation. Can we expect 
to be ready for peace-time development 
overnight? Everybody in the building ' 
trade knows that there is a time-lag of 
about nine months between deliberations 
and the start of building. You have to 
provide the machine tools before the 
machine. We have to do the same for 
town pianning and the rehabilitation of 
the people of this country. Questions in 


. Parhament do not matter. If we could get 


an ‘* Atlantic Charter’”’ for the. planning 
of Britain we should give tremendous en- 
couragement to the people in the factories, 
We expect there will only be 600,000 
people as building trade operatives after 
this war. What is the good of beautiful 
town planning unless we have beautiful 
buildings? If we have to have the design 
that is being used for hostels for our 
houses, it wili be hopeless. ; 

. The Ministry of Works and Planning 
is. studying apprenticeship; this is a 
national consideration. If the industry 
has not time to train apprentices then the 
State must compel them, to do so. ‘The 
building industry have always sold you the 
commodity at less than the cost price, and 
the charge has always'been on the worker. 
The only time it was profitable to build 
was when Hitler started operations. 
People became afraid to invest their money 
in other countries, and suddenly discovered 
that they could get 5 per cent. on their 
security on houses at home. Exploitation 
of land values must cease. All jerry build- 
Ing must cease. We look forward in the 
building trade to a standard of stability 
for the people who build. The building 
trades operatives are rough, tough working 
people who believe sincerely that their 
industry should be nationalised. They will 
carry out their part of the job. What they 
ask in return is decent conditions, three 
square meals a day. and opportunities of 
education for their families, d 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not 
included in this list, see previous issues. 
Those with an asterisk are advertised in 
this number. The dates at the head oi 
paragraphs are those for the submission 
of tenders; a dagger (+).denotes. closing 
date for applications; the name ana 
address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars.may be obtained 


BUILDING. 


JULY 27, 
Gillingham _1T.C.—War-time nursery, 
Mariborough-rd. B. E. and 8S. Dep. £1 1s. 


AUGUST 1. 
‘Croydon C.B.—Additional strengthen- 
ing of communal domestic surface shel- 
ters on 18 sites. B. E. Dep. £1 1s. 


AUGUST 8. 

*Romford B.C. — Permanent repairs to 
houses. Group (I) 3; Group (J) 5; Group 
(K) 5. B., E. and S. Dep. 10s. 6d. per 
group. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 
JULY 27. 


Horbury U.D.C.—External painting of 
14 houses. H. Hillier, E. and S. 


JULY 28, 

Dunfermline T.C.—Painter work at 
olice station and offices. J. G. Hardie, 
EFS., 13, New-row, Dunfermline. 

Prestwich T.C.—External puns of 
159 houses on various sites. B. E. and S. 
Dep. £2 2s. . 
er Ande 31. : : 

.C. — External painting a 

BE 


Burnley x. 
. and 8. 


Primrose Bank Institution. 


AUGUST 3. 
Bushey U.D.C.—External painting of 25 


houses. S. 
AUGUST 4. 
*Orpington U.D.C.—External redecora- 
tion of Council offices. E. and § 


AUGUST 7. 
Oldham E.C. — Painting St. Andrew’s 
C. of E. school. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


JULY 27, 

Richmond T.C. — Reconstruction of 
approx. 120 ft. of mainstream frontage 
at Brentford Ait (Lower). B. E., Hotham 
House, Heron Court, Richmond, Surrey. 
Dep. £1 Is. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORK 


JULY 27. 
West Ham C.B.—(a) Removal of tram 
tracks; (b) supplying and laying of two- 
coat rolled asphalt paving. B. 8. 


JULY 29. 

Gipping R.D.C, — Laying of 2,785 yds. 
4in. cast-iron or, alternatively, asbestos 
cement water supply pipes. E. and 8. 
Council Offices, Needham Market, Nr. 
Ipswich. Dep. £1 1s. 


AUGUST 1. 
: pide T.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 


AUGUST 5. 
Woking U.D.C.—Construction of sewer 
overflow, Byfleet. E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 28. 
Berks C.C.—Improvement of various 
sections of road. J. F. Hawkins, County 
5., Shire Hall, Reading. | Dep. £3 3s. 


NO DATE .,. 
Droylsden U.D.C.—Reinstatement of 
toad. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. , 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 


AUGUST 1. 
Todmorden Lb ies og Surveyor and 
Waterworks Engineer. H. Garratt, T. C. 
AUGUST 3, 
: Romford B.C. — Chief Building In- 
Spector. T. C. 
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AUGUST 4. 
*Oxfordshire C.C.—Temporary +Archi- 
tectural Assistant. G. R. Hulton, County 
Architect, 3, Becket-st., Oxford. 


AUGUST 10. 
*Beckenham T.C. — Two Temporary 
Clerks of Works. B. E, 


CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Birmingham.—T.C. to acquire premises 
at Moseley as extensions for maternity 
home, at £1,475. 

Bradford.—E.C. propose building for 
nursery schgol at Great Horton. 

Bromsgrove.—Worcestershire E.C. pro- 

ose alterations and improvements to 

airfield school. Plans by H. Rowe & 
Son, County Architects, 38, Foregate-st., 
Worcester.—County ar Agricultural 
Committee propose hutment in rural 
area. 

Chester.—E.C. applying for sanction to 
borrow for building elecricity sub-station 
and equipment. 

Coventry.—T.C. approved: Day mnur- 
series at Poole-rd. and Wyken-ave. 

Darlington.—T.C. to spend £500 on 
modernisation of Morton Palm farm 
buildings. 


Fleetwood.—Catholic Authorities pro- 


pose erection of St. Wulstan’s church. 
Hackney.—B.C. to establish emergency 

sub-branch library at Englefield-rd., at 
4 


Hampstead.—M.H. approved: Scheme 
for wartime day nursery at Parkhill-rd., 
at £1,229, for T.C. 

Hereford.—T.C. approved: Extensions 
to laundry ta General Hospital for Board 
of Governors; hutment for classroom as 
extensions to St. Martin’s Church. for 


-C. 

Jarrow.—T.C. 
houses. 

Leek.—Staffordshire C.C. propose con- 
version of St. Luke’s hall into wartime 
nursery. 

Loughborough. — Leicestershire  E.C. 
propose erection of building at Shake- 
speare-st. school. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Site at 
Moss Side recreation ground for war- 
time nursery.—T.C. approved: Rebuild- 
ing garage, district No. 8. R. Martin (F.), 
90, Deansgate, architect; works, district 
No. 3. Harry 8, Fairhurst & Son (FF.), 
Chancery-chbrs., 55, Brown-st., archi- 
tects; additions to dairy, district No. 19. 


ELOY ER: 


The Leading Office for 


Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 
MOTOR 


proposes painting 350 











Erc. Etc. 
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8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 
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F. Hill, 11, Tenterden-st., Bury, Lanes, 
consulting eng. 

Middlesbrough.—Fresh tenders to be 
obtained by T.C. for reconditioning of 
public en convenience at Cor- 
poration-rd. Plans by C. Gorman, B.E. 

Ormskirk.—Lancashire  C.C. 
wartime day nursery. 

Salford.—T.C. propose erection of 
booster house. 

Spenborough.—U.D.C. approved: Addi- 
tions to Station Hotel for Liversedge, 
Hammond’s Bradford Brewery Co., Ltd., 
Fountain Brewery, Manchester-rd., Brad- 
ford; electricity sub-station, &c., for E.C. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. goopene nursery 
classroom at High-st., school, Longton. 

Stretford.—T.C. approvedr: ‘Additions, 
for Donald Macdonald, Ltd., building 
contractors; lavatories to works, for 
Christie Patent Stone Co., Ltd.—T.C. 
propose repairs to houses. 

Tamworth.—R.D.C. approved: 
tion of prefabricated buile 
cote for wartime nursery. 

West Hartlepool.—Plans approved for 
alterations at Whitby-st., for Waugh 
Bakery, Ltd. 

Worcester.—Committee of Y.M.C.A. 
peopone extensions ta building at Shrub 


Hil 
A.R.P. SCHEMES 


PROVINCIAL. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. received approval of 
M.H., for erection of a disinfection 
station at isolation hospital at £1,550. 

Halesowen.—John Cockrane & Sons 
Ltd., have secured contract on an actual 
cost-plus-profit basis for construction of 
static water tanks on various sites for 
Regional Commissioner. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne,—T.C. approved scheme 
for three public shelters. Plans by J. 8. 
Weir, B.E.—Contract.for shelter and 
lavatories for St. John Malting Co., 
Grant-st., placed with J. Barrow, North- 
bourne-rd., Jarrow-on-Tyne, 

Lianfyllin—Jones & Leach, Ltd. 
Llanidloes-rd.. Newtown, Mont., secured 
contract at £2,196 for construction of rein- 
forced concrete water storage tank for 
R.D.C. 

Lowestoft.—T.C. accepted tender of 
R. G. Carter, Ltd., at £193, for erection of 
two fire-guard posts, subject to Regional 
approval. 

restwich.—T.C. placed contract with 
F. W. Sambrook, 7, Cavendish-rd., Ker- 
sal, Manchester, for adaptation, streng- 
thening, and extension of existing 
remises for gas-cleansing station. Plans 

y Handel Kay, B.E. an 

Stretford.—T.C. placed contract with 
Smith & Briggs, Ltd., Chester-rd., Old 
Trafford, Manchester, for shelter at Gorse 
Hill school.—T.C. received approval of 
Regional Commissioner for electrical] 
heating and lighting of shelters at Trat- 
ford Park.—E.C. propose heating and 
lighting school shelters. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Timber Control Stock Returns. 

The following dates have been fixed by 
Timber Control Department for returns of 
Private Stock for the next six months: 
July 25, August 29, September 26, October 
31, November 28, January 2, 1943. 


Exports to S. Africa and S. Rhodesia. 

As from August 3 exports of all goods to 
South Africa and Southern Rhodesia will 
be subject to export licence. On the same 
day all export licences for those destina- 
tions (other than licences issued to the 
respective High Commissioners and to 
certain semi-official bodies) issued before 
July 3 will be revoked. The object of 
these Orders which have been made after 
consultation with the Union ard Southern 
Rhodesian Authorities is to restrict the 
export trade with these countries in order 
to bring it: more ‘closely into line with 
the limited. shipping space available for 
commercial cargoes under present con- 
ditions. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist FEBRUARY, 1942 
{Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 
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Bexhill-on-Sea / gate Tenterden 
Bideford | Fakenham Market Harborough Thames Haven 
Biggleswade 1/ Falmouth Matlock | 4/5" | Thetford 
Billericay Y Fareham Melton Constable Thorpe Bay 
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jackburn ba TE dite 9 = 1 are fas 
‘ 1/6¢ |\Printon-on-Sea’«.. acta gg | 1/ép [Tunbridge Weils 
Frome <a 1/4 | 64 |Uppingham 
rion i y Uttoxeter 
f ateshead 1/64 ||Nantwich . ae | Wakefield 
<i 1} 1/9 Gillingham (Kent).... Nelson EA | Walsall 
Bradford Ss Glossop Newark-on-Trent | Walsden 
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i ea /43 1/9 Newcastle-on-Tyne .. | Ward! .. cbawcnss.d6 
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Bridgwater... es ae / |New Forest ......-- | Warrington 
Bridlington... ot /10 Newmarket .......- Warwick 
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Broadstairs ht ae Guildford 1/9 Norwich | Wells (Norfolk) 
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* Painters 4d. less than other Craftsmen. + Plus 2d. per working day. ¢ Plasterers 2/14. 
 Tradesman’s Labourers, 1/74. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/63. 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nore.—Carpenters and Joiners in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowance 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 84. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


Note : Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices 


of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, &c. 

The price for Stock Bricks has been altered to minimum 
price at works for full lorry loads. Sittingbourne 
district. A quotation for cartage should be be obtained 
as the haulage question is difficult. 
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King’s 

Cross 8 

2¢ in. Phorp Station District 

A discount of 64° 1,000 only = — 
Serene, Mere d, 

ey PV eebtedacek da VEC wd opts é Si 


Sigle Bullnose 
ustics 
Whites, 
White ‘Midhurst Best selected (delivered 
UF HER Cee 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. Caeden Stns.) . 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) 


Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) 
Best Stourbridge es ie (London Stns.) :— 


NNO 
af 
acoof?YeYeey 


yy ae ret 
D’ble Str’tch’rs 
D’ble Headers 33 10 
0 0 One side&two ends 37 10 
Fi 10 0 Two sides&one end 38 10 
jose Splays and 
and 44 in. Flats34 10 0 Squints 
Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Glaze. £5 10s. extra over white. 
App Levy ON Bricks, 3/- per 1,000 except-Glazed Bricks. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered on site London Area. 
“ PuorPres ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS. 


Best White Ivory 
and Salt Glazed 


a 


ON GA=—eo AD Car 


. 
2? pee 26; Ge Vcc SS 3” per yd. sup. .. 
y) a been nee =; ca 


LINKER CONCRETE. 
2’ per yd. sup. .. 5 i 4 per yd. sup. 


a oi onee » ” 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 

Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super 

Size 12x9x2 s 

Size 12x9x3 . 

Size12x9x4@” ,, 


12” x 9° x 2” 
ae See ae ec, Pe 
Per yard super ‘d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


sides. 
STONE. 


BatH STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.w. R., per ft. cube 

Beer STONE—RANDOM BLock— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station.. per ft cube 

Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, mss); ww 

Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic ft. extra, selected a 

three sizes or for special wor 

cubic ft. extra. 

PoRTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne ey 
pes ey ew G.W. ee per ft. c 

red on road waggons as abave 
per ft. cubs 


wines Canbed 3d. per 
Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and $d. beyond 30 ft. 
Horton-Woop STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks from 10 ft. and over —— 
Sawn two sides 
Sawn three or four sides ose 
York Stone, BLuE—Robin Hood Quality.” 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides | to sizes (under 
30 ft. super) ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ... 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
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dom sizes) 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) eee a 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto .......+. aes i 
Harp YorK— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
40 ft. super) ft.super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto .... 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 
sizes) 
3 in. 
2 in. self-faced random flags 


CAST STONE. 
Delivered in London area in full van loads, 








cube: Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 
Small section cills and copings, 11s. 


SAND. 
10s, Od. per yd. 
. 6d, ps 4 delivered 
12s. Od. ” | 2 miles 
13s. Od. radius 
Os. be Paddington, 
10s. Od. 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specificati: 
delivered London whe ca 
6 ton loads and upwards site 

1 ton to 6 tons site . 


6 
: 

* Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 
6 ton loads and upwards site 6 
1 ton to 6 tons site 6 
0 


“ Aquacrete ” Water ceding “ Blue Circle ” 
cement, 30s. per ton extra on ordinary “ Blue 
Circle ” prices. 

“ Colorcrete ” Nos. 1 and 2, Coloured Rapid 
Hardening Portland Cement, in 6-ton lots 9 6 
“ Colorerete” not rapid hardening, according 
to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 

“ Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement 0 

“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered site London Area in 6 ton lots 
and upwards perton3 9 6 
Plus kages at current pri 

Super t (Waterproof), bags extra 319 6 
Nore.—Jute sacks charged at 35s. 6d. nett per ton 

(20 sacks) for quantities of or exceeding one ton. 

Less than one ton Is. 94d. nett each. 
Credit 1s. 6d. nett each when returned in good con- 
dition within two weeks, 
as. ’é £s. d. 

Romancement 8 10 O Keene’sCement; White 7 0 0 

Parian Cement 7 0 Vv Pink 610 0 

Cementone Colours for cement according to tints per cwt. 


from £3 5s, 0: 
en SLATES. 

First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1,000 actual. 

6 ¢€ 
0 


24 by 12 
22 by 12 
22 by 11 
20 by 12 
20 by 10 








@ SAVE SITE LABOUR 
@ SAVE TIMBER 


@ PROVIDE WORKING 
PLATFORM FOR 
FOLLOWING TRADES 


@ SAVE COST 
@ SAVE WEIGHT 


TRUSCON FLOORS 
EARL'S CC 


* 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS 


URT + LONDON * SWS + PHONE: FROBISHER 8 


At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans in small quantities. 


7 prices for 4-ton loads 
Best Ground Blue 


Stourbridpe Fines pens in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. in 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 


TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 tons 1 


Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
Staffordshire district 


Ornamental ditto 
Hip and valley tiles i 
dozen) 


wooan 


Machine-made .....- 


HARD WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality. 


s. 
Dry English Wainscot Billets. . 16 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot . 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogan: 


2 


esnccenecooresacéeshs 


Teak 
American Whitewood 
African Whitewood 


Scantlings in imported sizes, s. d. 
2 in. by 3 in. to 4 in. by 11'in. 4‘ 10 0 


PLANED BOARDS. 
Pine. 
Per standard. 
s.6, .¢ 
pecstes GD 
Per square. 
a «4 


seereseceseseesss 


14 in. 1 wongued and grooved . 
13 in. 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 
S.D. Biscocks, CRUTCH HEAD, For IRON 
in in. 
|- 44/6 per doz. 
Tomer Bis Cocks FOR IRON. 
In. In, 
42/- 60/- per doz. 
= D. — Cocks FOR ~~ 


iy7 4 4s/- a6 193) Pa 453/- per doz. 
ia. ag WITH nie UNIONS - Leap. 
in. 


4 in, 
5/6 


“Ri in. lin. a 2 in. 
77/6 123/- Py Aya 372/- 624/- per doz. 
gers Nut Boiler Screws. 


3 in. fa bm in, 2 in. 
' 6/8 ine 24/- 56/- per doz. 
some} —— BALL VALVES, 


je. 2 in. 1tin. 14 in. 
/- 65/- Ha 195/- 264/— per doz. 
1 in fa = ScREws. 

In, 


11/9 ais 316 37/3 a 5 50/6 per doz. 
BRAssS eres 


lhin. Zin. Zin. Hin. 4in. 
10/9 13/6 25/- 37/— 46/- per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWs. 
146 Ibs. 146 lbs. 2X7 Ibs. 3x7 Ibs. 
26/- 34/- 55/- 92/— per doz. 
: 34/- 41/- 67/ 115/- per doz. 
SoLpER.—Plumbers’, 1/5 ; Tinmen’s, 1/9. Blow pipe, 
2/- per Ib. 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for THe BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, no. necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously a 
prices—a fact —2 should be remembered by those 





who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
METALS, 


Jomsts, GIRDERS, -&C.; TC LONDON STATION PER TON— 
R.S. Joists, cut and fitted £23 
Plain Compound Girdets 


33 1 
are for standard pieces and not 
of an ph ad nature. 
JTEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, om ton. 
d. Di an. £ d. 


0 0 in. to 21 io 0 
22 0 0 fin. to2 ie 21 00 
WROUGHT TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock — 3 z 


MILD STEEL 
Diameter. 


gross. 


Tubula 
i oh we ae 16" 


2 Pit Si5 


41 49% 
Galv.lightweight 40} 393 484 
Galv.heavyweight 31 31 294 4h 
of an and ee sizes ¢”/}” inclusive, charged extra 
Fidines. “F Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
nvoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and over. 
C.L HALF-RouNpD Gutrers—London Prices ex Works. 
per yd. in 6 ft. lengths, Stop 
ends. 
44d. 
4d. 


Tubes. 

#"/6° 
‘Light weight .. Pi 
Heavy, weight Ad 


Gutters. Nozzles. 
3 in. 1/53 1/24 


5d. 


1/il 
2/3 
PIPES. 


Bends. Branches. 
Stock angles. 
1/53 2 


10$d. 
RAIN WATER 
Pipe 





Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
n lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep Som Prres—London Prices, ex Stock. 
i Bends. Branches. 


4/5 
L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN a 


3 in. yd. in 9 fts. 
“3 . Ibs. 
20 


Bends. 
6/3 


7/1 
12/9 
14/8 


Branches. 
9/11 


12/6 
19/3 
25/6 


Per ton basis 
in London. 


6 
ty 15/- per cwt. 


IRon.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant quality 18 
—Staffordshire Marked Bars 19 


Ex 
per ton (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 


B 
of" cos osco aan 


So?’ suc 


lete houses, including all fittings, painting 
pod delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. to 2s. 7d. 


per foot super. 
PAINTS, &c. 
Linseed Oil (5 galls.) . per gallon 
Fated Linseed Oil (5 galls.) 


Ground English a: Lead. per cwt. 
nae White Lead Paint, 14 Ib. Taree. 


ee ee — 
aA=ah Sup 
wweo woo 


Co=nNae WOOM 


accordi 


ant 
co 


SNowcem CEMENT PAINT 2 
©.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE PAINT 2 


— 
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July 24 1942 


BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


_ Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every endeavour 
is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification A 

1/114 

1/6 
Dumfriesshire 


Rerediiitis 
Bridge of Allan . 
Broughty Ferry 
Clackmannanshire 
Doune 


East Fife. 





Al 
*This town has its own rates : 





A2 A3 B Bl 
1/104 1/10 1/94 
dst 5 





amilto Lothian A 
ae 1/84 ; Pe ere Slaters, 1/84 ; seek 1/9 ; ; Plasterers, 1/9}, 


but 1/10 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; Painters, 1/84 and Labourers, 1/4 


The information given in this table is copyright. 


Rates of wages in England and Wales are given on page 82. 








VARNISHES, &c. 


Fer meee 


16 
18 


Oak Varnish Outside 


Fine do. 


Pale Copal 

Pale Opal Carriage 

Best do. do. 

Floor Varnish 

Fine Pale Pa) 

Fine Copal 

Fine Copal Fiatting 
Hard Drying Oak 

Fine Hard Drying Oak 
Fine Copal Varnish 
Pale &. 

Best 

Best Pw Gold Size .. 
Best Black Japan 

Oak and Mahogany Stain 


RKONeCORANG 


SOOO et he i pas at te et att pt tt OD OH 


Knotting (patent) 

French and Brush Polish. : 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene 
Cuirass Black Enamel 


o K<ebdecsnchinsebbansabal 


(Delivered in London.) 
LEAb. ee English, 4 Ib. and up 


Nore.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
bee 2 ty Se ee Cut to sizes, 4/- per 


id lad ex London ae ton £20 10 0. 


Patent Root | 
GLAZING 


The of 
Hall Mark Craftsmanship 











Actual manufacturers 
of patent glazing. 
Lantern and Skylights, 
Metal Windows, etc. 


AYGEE L?. 


Metal Window Manufacturers, 
Light Steel Constructional Engineers. 


100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 


Ring: Waterloo 6314 


(6 lines). 











Oo 
“ Vita ”» 
Cathedral “ 





THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


DUMBARTONSHIRE. — Atreratrons, 
—Plans prepared for alterations and ex- 
tensions, for which the architects are 
Charles J. MacNair & Elder, 272, St. Vin- 
cent-st., Eizeeagoed, Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—BuILpineG.—Plans the 
hands of Whyte & Nicol, 261, West 
George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, for 
storage building.—Plans in the hands of 
George Boswell, 256, West George-st., 
Blythswood-sq., ’Glasgow, for extensions 
and alterations.—Plans in the hands of 
the Salvation Army authorities, 180, 
Hope-st., Glasgow, for alterations and 
extensions at Social Centre, London-rd., 
Dalmarnock, , 


in 








GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET Gass IN CRATES OF STOCK 
Onpinary GLAZING Qu y (0.9) an SELECTED 
Per Foor Super. 
In sizes not exceeding 80 in. long or 48 in. wide or 
110 united i 


on 
4 


te 
ait 


late, + in. 
Rough oa subi rolled, 
Rough cast double rolled, 
Fi i and 


Reeded, 10} 
Rolled plate iste sme price as rough Cait double rolled 
Wire Rolled, 4 in. thick 
btamdnng 


4 in. thick 
Cast 


eeeessocce eecccoseresese 


eeeeceresseeoere 


omnocors 
= —_ 


aco on0F> siasdpiualbadiiecea’ 


OTR 
Sheet. Glass, amen 18/20 oz. . 
+ in. 


% in. 
& in. Geonsinn Wired “ Vita” Glass 
GLASS BRICKS. 
= 1—8 in. x 


2—5 in x Sf 
l 


4 
wwr NaIWp ry tS ee 


in. X 3} in. 
in. X 3} in 

PB. 3—74 in. X 7} in. X 3} in. 
PB32—7 in. X 74in. X 3% in. 

Radiused Corner Bricks to match up se a 





dope bp dr ddd> 


3S 
r 4 


ag 
Pp 


BS FASRRE 


wd 


SooSeeer 


aco onoPp woyre 


3 
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TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic informa- 
tion for this feature from architects, sur- 
veyors or contractors. Items should reach 
4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, not 
later than Tuesday morning. 

Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found 
under ‘‘A.R.P. Schemes.”’ 

* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 


Brighouse.—Prefabricated building for 
wartime nursery at Lightcliffe, for T.C. 
H. A. Sneezum, B.S.: *J. B. Brooke & 
Sons, Ltd., 264, Manchester-rd., Hudders- 
field, £1,500. 

Conway and Colwyn Bay Joint Water 
Supply Board.—Painting of suspension 
balgee and water pipes. E. Oliver Jones, 
M.I.M.&Cy.E., Eng. to the Board, Trinity- 
sq., Llandudno: +Brunswick Restora- 
tion Co., Ltd., Bebington, Wirral, Ches., 
£140, 

Eccles. — Structural alterations to 
Beech-st. school for conversion into 
central kitchen for T.C. T. Elece, B.E.: 
*Works Dept., Eccles Corporation, Clif- 
ford-st., Eccles, “ 

Gateshead.—Works for E.C.:—Struc- 
tural-.alterations to premises to. provide 
school kitchen at Pipewellgate. F. H. 
Patterson, B.E.: *A. V. Clerey & Sons, 
Frederick-st., Sunderland, £1,400; altera- 
tions. to various schools to provide 
canteens: *J. Sutton & Son, Gateshead, 


ag a nursery, for T.C. City 
S.:.*Wm. Powell & Sons, £1,713 (subject 
to M.H. approval). 

Istington.—Removal of tramway at 
Arehway-rd. and reconstruction of car- 
riageway for B.C.: *Fitzpatrick & Son 
et) Ltd., 455,-Old Ford-rd., E.3, 
Leighton Buzzard.—Alterations to fire 
station, for U.D.C. B. H. Robiant, S.: 
*A, Dawson, Ashwell-st., 

Buzzard, £505 (subject to 
consideration). 

{London (Air Ministry). — Contracts 
placed to the value of £500 or over for 
week ended July 11:— 

General maintenance work: E. A. W. 
Poole & Son, Bristol; W. H. Nicholson & 
Sons, Ltd., Wakefield; J. & J. Parish, 
Ltd., Manchester; Air Work, Lid., 
Hounslow; W. §. Try, Ltd., Uxbridge. 

Erection of structural steelwork: Red- 
path Brown & @o., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Civil engineering work: W. & J. R. 
Watson, Ltd., a 

Building work: E, Taylor & Co., Ltd., 
Littleborough, 

Electrical work: Wm. Allan Smith & 
Co., Ltd., Edinburgh. NY 

§London (M.W.B.) — Tenders for the 
erection of circuit-breaker houses have 
been accepted as follows: *James 
Stewart & Sons (Tottenham), Ltd., £151; 
*George Parker & Sons, Litd., 4; 
*Walker (Tooting), Ltd., £145; *R. Talbot 
& Sons (London), Ltd., £130; and *James 
Stewart & Sons (Tottenham), Ltd., £398. 

{London (Ministry of Works).—Works 
contracts laced over £500 in value 
during week ending July 16 :— 

Yorks: Electrical work, B. Jaquiss & 
Sons, Ltd., Regal Works, Gorton-rd., 
Manchester. 

Cumberland: Buildin 
& Son, Ltd., Mill Hill, London, N.W.7. 

Kent: Buildin work, Old Forge 
Estates Ltd., 2, Hadlow-chbrs., Hadlow- 
td., Sideup, ‘Kent. 

Somerset: Building work, C. Thomas 
& Sons, Castle Cary, Somerset. 

Devonshire: Building work, Newton 
Abbot & District Builders, Ltd., 5, Pow- 
lerham-rd., Newton Abbot, Devon. 

Herts: Building work, J. Hammond & 
Son, Ltd., 97, St. Peter’s-st., St. Albans, 


Herts. 
Beds: Building work, H. C. Janes, 
Ltd., 189, High Town-rd., Luton. 
Glamorganshire : Building work, 
Tucker tos., Ltd., 181, Broadway, 


Cardiff. 


Regional 


work, J. Laing 


Leighton ~ 


THE BUKDER 


Lancs: Building work, J. W. Jones & 
Sons, Ltd., 158, Allerton-rd., Liverpool 


18. 

Herts: Boilding work, Albert Monk, 

24, Hertford-rd., Lower Edmonton, N.9. 
Notts: Electric lighting and power, 


Thorn & Hoddle, Ltd., 151, Victoria-st., 
8.W.1 


Durham: Building work, Limmer & 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., Artillery 
House, Artillery-row, Westminster, 8.W.1. 

Hampshire: Electrical work, Dicks, 
Ltd., 149-150, High-st., Winchester. 

Glamorganshire: Building work, Vic- 
kery Bros., Barry, Glamorgan. 

Oxfordshire: Building work, Trollope 
& Colls, Ltd., Dorking. 

Hampshire: Building work, Allen 
Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield, Middx. 

Dorsetshire: Building work, M. J. 
Gleeson, Ltd., London-rd., North Cheam, 
Surrey. 

Gloucestershire: Building work, Higgs 
& Hill, Ltd., Crown Works, South 
Lambeth-rd., S.W.8. 

Kent: Building work, Truett & Steel, 
Ltd., High-st., Thornton Heath. 

Lanes: Engineering, The City En- 
gineer, Corporation of Liverpool, Elec- 
ed Dept., 24, Hatton-gdn., Liverpool, 


Oxfordshire: Electrical work, Lindars 
Electrical Contractors (Oxford), Ltd., 2, 
St. Michael’s-st., Oxford. ; 

Carmarthenshire: Building work, Wil- 
son Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., 68, Worple-rd., 
Epsom. 

Oxfordshire: Heating and hot water 
service, Fred G. Alden, Ltd., 6 & 7, New- 
rd., Oxford. 

Lanes: Heating and hot water service, 
Z. D. Berry & Sons, Ltd., 25, Stanley-st., 
Warrington. 

Gloucestershire: Building work, Ben- 
son Bros, (Bristol), Ltd., 40, Rodney-cres., 
Filton, Bristol. 

Radnorshire: Heating and hot water 
service, Scull Bros., Ltd., 31, Castle-st., 
Shrewsbury. 

Middx: Building work, Kent & Sussex 
Contractors, Ltd., Carlton-rd., Erith, 
Kent. 

Wilts: Heating and hot water service, 
Young, Austen & Young, Ltd., 35, Uphill- 
rd., Mill Hill, N.W.7. 

Somerset: Heating and hot water ser- 
vice, Comyn Ching & Co. (London), Ltd., 
15-21, Skelton-st., London, W.C,2. 

Oxfordshire: Heating and hot water 








AFTER THE WAR, THE PLAN; AFTER 
THE PLAN, STEEL SCAFFOLDING 
TO BUILD A BETTER BRITAIN.. 


The 


STEEL SCAFFOLDING GO. 
LTD., 


23 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 
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service, F. Church, Canterbury Works, 
Glanville-rd., Oxford. 
Wilts: Electrical work, Read & Part- 
ners, Lid., 42, Stamford-st., 8.E.1. 
Dorsetshire: Building work, William 


Gow & Son, Ltd., Stratton-st., Bristol, 


London: Ventilation, J. Jeffreys & Co., 
Ltd., St. George’s House, 195/203, Water- 
loo-rd., S.E.1. 

{London (Air Ministry):—Contracts 
placed to the value of £500 or over for 
week ended July 18: 

Civil engineering work: T. Swan and 
Co., Ltd., Chorley Wood, Herts; Token 
Construction Co., Ltd., Thatcham, Berks. 

Structural steelwork: Tees Side Bridge 
and Eng. Co., Middlesbrough; Wm. 
Bain and Co., Ltd., Coatbridge; P. and W. 
Maclellan, Ltd., Glas; ow; Glasgow Steel 
Roofing Co., Ltd., Glasgow; Motherwell 
oe and Eng. Co., Ltd., Motherwell; 
Head, Wrightson and Co., Ltd., Thornaby- 
on-Tees. 

Building work : Henry Kent ae pee 
Ltd., London, §.E.13; Holland and 
anes and Cubitts, Ltd., London, 
8.W.1. 

General maintenance work: A. Gordon, 
Ltd., Montrose; Turner and Sons (Pres- 
ton), Ltd., Preston; Warren Jones and 
Son, Bangor. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed 
by War Dept. at week ended July 11:— 

Midlothian: Miscellaneous work, R. 
Banks & Son, Musselburgh. 

Durham: Miscellaneous work, J. R. 
Surtees, Ltd., Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Lancs : Huleeg. (erection), Brown & 
Jackson, Ltd., leetwood; Edmondson 
Bros. (Morecambe), Ltd., Morecambe; 
Rainey Bros., Barrow-in-Furness. 

Notts: Miscellaneous. work, Briggs & 
Co., Nottingham; concrete work, E. 
Somerfield, West Bridgford, Notts. 

Derbyshire: Miscellaneous work, W. 
Wood (song; Ltd., Heanor, Notts; 
Harris Bros. (Marehay), Ltd., Marehay, 
Derby; F. Sissons & Sons, Ltd., Langley 
Mill, Notts; J. H. Fryer, Ltd., Derby; 
building work, W. J. Simms Sons & 
Cooke, Ltd., Sherwood, Nottingham. 

Oxfordshire : Miscellaneous work, J. E. 
Billings & Co., Ltd., Croydon. 

Bucks: Hutting (erection), Universal 
Housing Co., Rickmansworth; E. J. 
Logan, London, 8.W.15, 

Kent: Miscellaneous work, D. Godden 
& Son, Hamstreet, nr. Ashford; Trenas, 
Ltd., Tenterden. 

Somerset: Hutting (erection), W. J. 
Pople & Sons, Ltd., Burnham-on-Sea. 

Devon: Miscellaneous work, M. T. 
Sleeman & Son, Exeter. 

Co. Derry: Hutting (erection), M. Ross, 
Coleraine. 

Co. Antrim: Miscellaneous work, H. 
Girvan, Larne; roadwork, Irish Roads, 
Ltd., Belfast. 

Cos. Antrim and Down: Building and 
miscellaneous work, R. Murray, Belfast; 
miscellaneous work, J. Miskimmin & 
Sons, Belfast. 

Cos. Antrim and Derry: Roadwork 
and hutting (erection), hite & Co., 
Belfast. 

Co. Tyrone: Miscellaneous work, J. J. 
Seallon, Irvinestown. i 

Co. Fermanagh: MHutting (erection), 
Courtney & Co., Belfast. 

Co. Down: Miscellaneous work, J. E. 
Cull, Belfast; W. J. Orr, Belfast; Gre- 
gan Bros., Lisburn; H. Cole, Newry; 
painting work, J. Hamilton, Belfast. 

Co. Armagh: Hutting (erection), R. 
Colhoun, Ltd., Londonderry; concrete 
work, J. Jeffers, Belfast; miscel- 
laneous work, McKenna & Sons, 
Armagh; T. Hyde & Sons, Portadown. 

Mansfield.—Additions to saw mill: *W. 
J. Hutchinson & Sons, Forest Works, 
Bulwell-la., Basford, Notts. 

Orepskick.<-Deene and test pumping 
for waterworks, for U.D.C. E.¢ J 
Wright, S.:. *John_ Thom, Ltd., 
Works, Patricroft, Eccles,- £3,887. 

Prestwich.—Adiaptation and extension 
of existing building for N.F.S. Handel 
‘ay, B.S.: *H. Owen & Sons, Ltd., 35, 
Dialstone-la., Stockport. 


Canal 
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Stoke-on-Trent.—Prefabricated hutment 
for wartime nursery at Hamilton-rd. 
schools for E.C.: *8. Jolley & Son, Leek- 
rd., Milton, Stoke-on- -Trent, £530. 

Wallsend.—Canteen at Rising Sun 
Colliery. Newcombe & Newcombe, 
Eldon-so., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architects : 
*G. Henderson, Boldon-la., East Boldon, 
Durham. 

Wallsend.—Alterations to. stables for 

8.: *J. Moore, 183, High- ge West 
Walisend. 

Woking.—Public convenience, Leumionis. 
cial-rd. for U.D.C. E. & 8.: *New World 
Builder’s Guild, Ltd., Ealing-rd., Alper- 

j ton, Middx., 1. 

Workington. —Structural alterations to 
premises at Harrington for conversion 
into cash-and-carry cooking depot for 
T.C. A. B,. Cooper, B.8.: *Lovell Bros., 
35, Chureh-rd., arrington, Workington. 











‘‘UNITE FOR STRENGT. 


ENROL NOW IN 
FEDERATION OF 
GREATER LONDON 
MASTER BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP OVER 1,300 


EXCLUDING ASSOCIATES 


SUBSCRIPTION£3.3.0P.A. 


LARGEST 
ORGANISATION OF ITS KIND 
WRITE oR “PHONE: SECRETARY, 


23, COMPTON TERRACE, UPPER STREET.N.1. 
CAN 2041/2 




















Boyle’s «sium Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
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BRITISH RESTAURANTS 
AND CANTEENS 


Batley.—T.C. propose school canteen 
at Staincliffe Parish Church Infants’ 
school, 

Dewsbury.—T.C. approved plans for 
canteen to colliery, Miners’ Welfare 
Commission, Ashley Court, Ashtead, 
Surrey. 

Durham,.—L. J. Couves & Partners, 2, 
ees Gosforth, Neweastle-on- 

Tyne, are architects for canteen at 

atley Hill colliery.—Hetherington & 
Wilson, County-chbrs., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, are architects for miners’ canteen 
at Watergate. 

Mansfield.—T.C. propose communal 
feeding centres for emergencies.—T.C. 
propose redecorations at Belvedere B.R. 

otherwell and Wishaw.—The Dean of 
Guild Court granted warrant to Anderson 
& co Ltd., to erect canteen, at 


Mle —T.C. approved plans for can- 
teen at MHollinwood for Lancashire 
Cotton Corporation, Ltd., Blackfriars 
House, Manchester 3. 

Rawtenstall.—E.C. propose provision of 
canteen at schools. 

Salford.—E.C. received approval of M. 
of F. for adaptation of Public Hall, King- 
st., Stretford, for school canteen.—T. 
Pro ose permanent building at junction 

owcock-st., Broughton, for 

“ecceaneige: —E.C. propose school can- 
teens at six additional schools, 

Sheffield.—T.C. propose cooking centre 
at Mansfield-rd. 

Shotts.—Plans prepared for canteen for 
the Miners’ Welfare Association, 46, 
Carlton-pl., Glasgow, at Northfield col- 
liery, for which the architect is Thomas 
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‘Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines). 





TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LID. 


BUILDING AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


London Office : 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 
SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 


and Branches throughout the country 


’"Grams: “Taywood, Southall.” 











July 24 1942 


Cordiner, 261, West George-st., Blyths- 
wood-s Glasgow. 

Stour ridge —T.C. propose 
ment of a “Mabhiaadcdadd at 
Stourbri 

Stretfo TC. propose scheme for 
communal feeding in shelters. 

Tamworth.—T.C. B a oc school meals 
at Marmion-st. and Bolehall schools, 
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Lye. and 
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BUY BRITISH 


FLOORINGS 


WOOD BLOCK PARQUET 
SOLID T&G HARDWOOD 
PANELLING 











Ltd. eutNney 


5611 
16 lines; 


PLEASANT 
LONDON 
Sw igs 


ours E MAKERS 
ROV €D A AND ALSO 
SHOR ANDS paren eee AIR 





WRIGHTS IM 








